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When | planned to 


retire before 


this is the business that made it 


Starting with borrowed money, Duraclean gave 
me the opportunity for financial security... In eight 
years | sold out at a profit and retired. 


“Not until I was forty did I make up my mind 
that I was going to retire before ten years had 
passed. I knew I couldn’t do it on a salary, no 
matter how good. I knew I couldn’t do it work- 
ing for others. It was perfectly obvious to me 
that I had to start a business of my own. But 
that posed a problem. What kind of business? 
Most of my money was tied up. Temporarily 
I was broke. But, when I found the business I 
wanted I was able to start it for a small 
amount of borrowed money. 

“To pyramid this investment into retire- 
ment in less than ten years seems like magic, 
but in my opinion any man in good health who 
has the same ambition and drive that moti- 
vated me, could achieve such a goal. Let me 
give you a little history. 

“I finished high school at the age of 18 and 
got a job as a shipping clerk. My next job was 
butchering at a plant that processed boneless 
beef. Couldn’t see much future there. Next, 
I got a job as a Greyhound Bus Driver. The 
money was good. The work was pleasant, but I 
couldn’t see it as leading to retirement. 
Finally I took the plunge and went into busi- 
ness for myself. 

“I managed to raise enough money with my 
savings to invest in a combination motel, 
restaurant, grocery, and service station. It 
didn’t take long to get my eyes opened. In 
order to keep that business going my wife and 
I worked from dawn to dusk, 20 hours a day, 
seven days a week. Putting in all those hours 
didn’t match my idea of independence and it 
gave me no time for my favorite sport—golf! 
Finally we both agreed that I should look for 
something else. 

“I found it. Not right away. I investigated a 
lot. of businesses offered as franchises. I felt 


that I wanted the guidance of an experienced 
company—wanted to have the benefit of the 
plans that had brought success to others, plus 
the benefit of running my own business under 
an established name that had national recog- 
nition. 

“Most of the franchises offered were too 
costly for me. Temporarily all my capital was 
frozen in the motel. But I found that the 
Duraclean franchise offered me exactly what 
Thad been looking for. 

“T could start for a small amount. (Today, 
only $3488 starts a Duraclean dealership. 
Another option is a $11,588 full cash invest- 
ment, and if you qualify, Duraclean can work 
out financing for half this amount). I could 
work it as a one-man business to start, and 
operate from my home. No office or shop or 
other overhead, no salaries to pay. Equipment 
would fit in my car trunk. (I bought the truck 
later, out of profits). Best of all, there was no 
ceiling on my earnings. I could build a busi- 
ness as big as my ambition and energy dic- 
tated. I could put on as many men as I needed 
to cover any volume. I could make a profit on 
every man working for me. And I could build 
little by little, or as fast as I wished. 

“So, I started. I took the wonderful training 
furnished by the company. When I was ready I 
followed the simple plan outlined in the train- 
ing. During the first period I did all the service 
work myself. By doing it my- 
self, [could make much more 
per hour than I had ever 
made on a salary. Later, I 
would hire men, train them, 
pay them well, and still 
make an hourly profit on 
their time that made my idea 


© Durac 


fifty 


of retirement possible—I had joined the coun- 
try club and now I could play golf whenever I 
wished. 

“What is this wonderful business? It’s 
Duraclean. And what is Duraclean? It’s an 
improved, space-age process for cleaning up- 
holstered furniture, rugs and tacked down 
carpets. It not only cleans but it enlivens and 
sparkles up the colors. It does not wear down 
the fiber or drive dirt into the base of the rug 
as machine scrubbing does. Instead it lifts out 
the dirt by means of an absorbent dry foam. 

“Furniture dealers and department stores 
refer their customers to the Duraclean 
Specialist. Insurance men say Duraclean can 
save them money on fire claims. Hotels, 
motels, specialty shops and big stores make 
annual contracts for keeping their carpets and 
furniture fresh and clean. 

“Well, that’s the business I was able to start 
with such a small investment. That’s the 
business I built up over a period of eight years. 
And, that’s the business I sold out at a sub- 
stantial profit before I was fifty.” 

Would you like to taste the freedom and 
independence enjoyed by Mr. Haikey? You 
can. Let us send you the facts. Mail the 
coupon, and you'll receive all the details, abso- 
lutely without obligation. No salesman will 
ever call on you. When you receive our illus- 
trated booklet, you'll learn how we show you 
STEP BY STEP how to get customers; and 
how to have your customers get you more cus- 
tomers from their recommendations. This is 
an opportunity for a career you will enjoy far 
more than a routine job. You make many 
friends who appreciate your quality services. 

With no obligation, we'll 
mail you a 32-page booklet 


Then you, and you alone, in 
the privacy of your home, can 
decide. Don’t delay. Get the 
facts before your location is 
taken by someone else. Mail 
the coupon, now. 


A true story 
by John B. Haikey 


These successful Duraclean 
Specialists began by sending for 
the FREE BOOKLET: 


“We started with one person and a helper. Today my 
wife and | have our own Duraclean building with six 
full-time servicemen and four trucks . . . we're able to do 
the things most people can't afford to do.” 

Jerry Burns, Florida 


“I'd had absolutely no business experience. In just one 
week, Duraclean gave me the training, the superior 
services and business know-how to make good! Today, 
I'm the enthusiastic owner of a successful business." 

Bob Greenwalt, Illinois 


“What | enjoy most is the freedom | have from 8 to § 
routine work. It's a great feeling to be independent, to be 
proud of my company and to know my service is the very 
best there is.” 

Lois Berger, Michigan 


“In Duraclean you have a complete organization. For 
over 50 years, they've been in business. A great history 
of success. If you're having problems, just telephone and 
they will help you... an unusually good, caring 
organization.” 

Jim McNaughton, Canada 


explaining the business? 


€ Duraclean 


X27 International 


The First step—send 
for FREE Booklet today 


Duraclean International 

3-965 Duraclean Bidg. Deerfield, IL 60015 

WITHOUT OBLIGATION send free booklet that tells how | 
can have a Duraclean business. No salesman will call. 


PLEASE PRINT 


Name 


Address 


City 


State. Zip. 
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In just @ short time, you can be ready 
to join one of the fastest growing indus- 
tries in Ameriea...an, industry where 
qualified men are making from $10.00 to 
$15.00 per hour,..and that’s just for labor, 
Parts, engines and accessories add even 


more to the profits, 
S 


Because the small engine industry has 
grown so quickly, an acute shortage of 
qualified Small Engine Professionals exists 
throughout the country. In fact, it’s not 
unusual for a good small engine man to be 
three to four weeks behind in the summer 
and at least a week behind in the winter. 
When you see how many small engines 
are in use today, it’s easy to understand 
why qualified men command such high 
prices—as much as $17.50 for a simple 
tune-up that takes léss than an hour! 


PLUS... 


HORSEPOWER 
ENGINE 
YOURS TO. 


KEEP! 


in SMALL ENGINE —4 
Service and repair 
Start your own money 


ap 
65-million small engines 


are in service today! 


That's right — there are over sixty-five 
million 2-cycle and 4-cycle small engines 
in service across the U.S.A. That’s the 
official count from the Engine Service 
., and new engines are being built at 
te of one-million per month! With 
fully accredited and approved 
Foley-Belsaw training, you can soon 
have the skill and knowledge to make top 
money servicing these engines, Home- 
‘owners and businessmen will seek you 
out and pay you well to service and re- 
pair their lawnmowers, tillers, edgers, 
power rakes, garden tractors, chain 
saws, mini-bikes, go-carts, snowmo- 
biles, generators, snowblowers, paint 
sprayers... the list is almost endless. 


No experience necessary. 

You don’t need to be a ‘born mechanic’ 
or have prior experience. If you can read, 
you can master this profitable trade right 
at home, in your sparetime, without miss- 
ing a single paycheck. Lessons are fully 
illustrated—so clear you can’t go wrong. 


ohmic.) send TODAY 
equipment with your course 
—and it's Yours to KEEP! 


for this 
fact-filled 


FREE 


BOOKLET! 


OPP 
oR 
anes 


or Fulltime business of 
your own PLUS complete 
details on our 10-Day. 

NO RISK Trial Offer! 


_ BEAT INFLATION! 


Cash in on the 
huge demand for 
small engine repair. 


Work part time, full time 
right at home- we help you 
every step of the way. 


You receive trade secrets 
and business plans. 


We guide you every step of the way, 
including tested and proven instructions 
on how to get business, what to charge, 
how to get free advertising, where to get 
supplies wholesale ...all the “tricks of 
the trade”, , all the inside facts you need 
to assure success right from the start, 


Increased Income 
“D've had about 8 
years experience 
repairing small en- 
gines... but r 
pairs were only 
minor... until I 
started the Fol 
Belsaw Course: 


Walter H, Strick 
Campbell, California 
With our famous ‘learn-b: 

ing method, you get practical ‘ha 
experience with specialized tool 
equipment that you'll receive with your 
training plus a brand-new 4 HP engine— 
all yours t0 keep! 


SEND FOR FREE FACTS! 
You risk nothing by accepting this 
offer to find out how Fole 
training can give you the skills you need 
to increase your income in a high-profit, 
recession-proof business of your own. 


Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 
send posteard) to receive full information 
and details by return mail. DO IT TODAY! 


FOLE¥BELSAW INSTITUTE of 
SMALL ENGINEREPAIR 


50186 Field Bldg., Kansas City, MO. 64111 


There is NO OBLIGATION and 
NO SALESMAN Will Call—ever! 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 50186 FIELD BUILDING 
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64111 

(YES, please send me the FREE booklet that 

gives full details about starting my own business jn 


Small Engine Repair. | understand there is no obligation 
and that no salesman will call 


Tells how you quickly ! Name. = 
train to be your awn boss 
in aprotitable Sparetime | Address. 


_ ANOTHER SHOT FOR SNUKA? 
| would’ like to respond to your 
- article “Should Jimmy Snuka Be 
‘Given Another Shot At The 
| WWE. Title?’ (Pro Wrestling 
‘Mustrated/May 1983), | think 
that Jimmy Snuka is a fabulous 
‘wrestler, though | do not think 
| that by beating Buddy Rose and 
| Ray Stevens he should be given 
“a chance for the championship 
“belt. Personally, | think both 
| Rose and Stevens are wimps. 

| lf the “Superfly” defeats 
‘worthy. wrestlers such’ as 
Superstar Graham, Magnificent 
| Muraco, and Big John Studd, 
‘then without a doubt he would 
| deserve the chance to wrestle 
| Bob Backlund. Good Iuck, Jimmy! 
CHRISTOPHER VACCARI 
Douglaston, NY 


There is no question that 
Jimmy Snuka is the best 
| wrestler in the WWF, if notin the 
} entire world. He has already 
‘proved that he can defeat Bob 

Backlund. The first time they 
met in the squared circle, 
Backlund had to be carried out 
ona stretcher. That was the only 
‘time in five years Backlund had 
to be carried out of the ring like 
that. Even more amazing, that 
happened while Snuka was with 
| Captain Lou Albano. Now that 
he is with Buddy Rogers, he 
can't fail in a title shot. 
i BOB FORSTER: 
Dayton, OH 


mmy Snuka definitely 


The May issue of PHI featured a fan poll to 
determine whether Jimmy Snuka deserves an- 
Other WWF title shot. 


deserves another title shot at 
“Bob Backlund. {'ll admit that 
Backlund is good, even great. 
But f think Jimmy can beat him 
and deserves a shot at the belt. 
Jimmy belongs in the category 
of Andre the Giant, Hulk Hogan, 
Dusty Rhodes, Ron Bass, Barry 
Windham, and Bob Backlund. 
I'm glad to see that the people 
at Pro Wrestling I/lustrated care 
enough for wrestlers like Jimmy 
Snuka and others like him. 
You're great, and i'm proud to 
read your magazine. 
CHARLES BAGAROZZA 
Brooklyn, NY 
[Editor's note: The results of 
our special fan ballot, along with 
many more comments from our 
readers, may be found in this 
issue, starting on page 44.) 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
welcomes readers’ comments on 
any of our stories or columns. 
Send your letters to: 
BETWEEN FALLS 
Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


WINDHAM GETS TOUGH 
Congratulations, Barry 

Windham! You've finally proven 
yourself a great wrestler. You 
are now standing up to J.J. 
Dillon's dumb army and not 
letting them step all over you 
and everybody else who 
happens tobe friends with Dusty 
Rhodes. With the help of great 
wrestlers like Ron Bass, Rufus 
R. Jones, Terry Allen, and Scott 
McGhee, you just might regain 
control of the Sunshine State. 
Good luck, and keep up the 
good work. 

LISA FERNANDEZ 

Miami 


MUTLI-TALENTED ANDRE 
| feel that Andre the Giant is 
one the greatest human beings 
alive. Not only is he a multi- 
(Continued on page 66) 


Andre the Giant appeared with Lee Majors last 
year on the popular TV series The Fall Guy. 
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BIG MUSCLES? iw: 
er 7 days MADE A MAN 


é ’ 
OUT OF ‘MAC 
my method of DYNAMIC-TENSION starts giving you results ean tonal) 
you can feel and your friends will notice. Big, useful \ Tear SAND me 
muscles. Gain pounds in weight where needed. 


Lose “pot belly.” Take a good honest look at your- 
self! Are you proud of your body — or are you satisfied 
to go through life being just “half the man" you could be? 
No matter how ashamed you are of your present physi- Ge 
cal condition — or how old or young you are — the 
“sleeping” muscles already present in your body can (A 
turn you into a REAL man ! Believe me, I know 
— because I was once a skinny, scrawny 97-pound 
half-alive weakling! People used to laugh at my 
build and make fun of me. I was ashamed to 
strip for sports or the beach .. . shy of girls 

. afraid of healthy competition. 


HOW | CHANGED FROM A 
97 LB. WEAKLING TO A REAL MAN. 


One day, I discovered a secret that 
changed me from a timid, frightened 
scarecrow into “The World's Most 
Perfectly Developed Man” — a “magic ? 
formula” that can help turn you, too, '~ 
into a marvellous physical specimen 

..a REAL man from head to toe. . . 
aman who STANDS OUT in any crowd! 
What's my secret? “DYNAMIC-TENSION” — 
the natural method! No theory. No gadgets or 
contraptions. You just do as I did, Simply take the 
“sleeping” muscles already present inside your own body 
— build them up —‘use them every day in walking, 
bending over, reaching, even sitting! Almost before 
you know it, you're covered with a brand-new suit of 
beautiful, rock-hard SOLID MUSCLE! 


SEND FOR FREE BOOK AND 7 DAY TRIAL OFFER. 


So sure am | of how fast **Dynamic-Tension’ 
works that I make this offer to you. Try my course 


WIN THIS 
VALUABLE 
TROPHY 


ye pe eu!) (ov bow ur 
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DARN IT! 1 Sick AND TIRED OF 
BEING A SCARECQOW! CHARLES 

ATLAS SAYS HE CAN GIVE ME A 
REAL soov. ack micur! 1. cameue, 
a Stare ano cer 

\ ns Box! 


for every 


for 7 days and in even that short period of time you Pupil. aaa on 
will have results that notonly you can feel, but your Outline | bo mis rox met amar MUSCLES! mar 

friends will notice, or it costs you nothing. Send courses in UNE SINE ar ey) | 
for my free book. WRITE NOW! JIU JITSU~KARATE, ' 
CHARUES ATLAS Dept E218 BOXING y WRESTLING, | 
49 W. 23rd St., New York, N.Y. FEATS. OF STRENGTH, f 
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(Wickes tar ere sri AGAIN) 

“(SHOWING OFF IN FRONT OF 
 < )oeace anb me crowns” | 
‘ fi 2 alee is MY Turn j- 


THIS TIME! 7 
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COURT 


By Peter King 


LATE WINTER'S assignment 

in Texas is most reporters’ 
dream. An escape from the cold 
Northeast is usually welcome. But 
! didn’t look forward to going 
from the freezer into the fire. 

| wanted to talk to Dusty 
Rhodes face to face. The two of 
us go back many years in this 
business. In fact, | was the first 
teporter to interview Rhodes 
when he made his conversion 
from rulebreaking to scientific 
wrestling nearly 10 years ago. 
Both of us were nervous and 
young then, and neither knew 
what to expect. He had just be- 
come a fan favorite and | had 


The Midnight Rider pounds away at NWA champ Ric Flair. Dusty Rhodes still refuses to admit that 


it is he who is under that mask. 


just become a wrestling journal- 
ist. But in the long years since, 
Dusty and | have forged a friend- 
ship based on respect. 

| arrived at Dusty’s home in 
Austin in mid-afternoon. Rhodes 
met me at the door, wearing an 
apron. The delicious smell of 
meat on a barbeque wafted over 
from the backyard. “Are ya up 
for a real Texas barbeque?” 


Rhodes asked me as he took my 
heavy winter coat and ushered 
me in through the door. 

“Sure, Dusty, but | think you 
know | didn’t come all this way 
just for some down-home ribs,” | 
said. ‘There’s something a lot 


more serious have 
discuss.” 

“Plenty of time for that, boy. 
First let’s eat.” Rhodes started to 
walk to the backyard, spatula in 
hand. | could see this interview 
was going to be a lot harder than 
| thought. 

“Dusty,” | said” quietly, “put 
the barbeque on a slow fire. Af- 
ter what I’ve got to say to you,: 
you may not want to invite me 
for dinner.” 

Rhodes nodded, and the smile 
that had been on his face since | 
arrived now became a frown. The 
two of us walked into the living 
room and sat down. 

“Look Dusty,” | ‘began, “you 
really can’t deny it any longer. It 
was you under the mask of The 
Midnight Rider. The morality of 
the whole thing doesn’t really 
bother me, that’s for you to 
worry about, but | think you've 
hurt many fans who look up to 
you.” 

Rhodes drummed his fingers 
on the coffee table before an- 
swering. “First of all, | have never 
said | was the Rider and it has 
never been proven that | was. In 
fact, there have been a few times 
where the Rider and \ turned up 
at the same place at the same 
time. Perhaps the physical simi- 
larities between us is strikin’. But 
don’t accuse me of somethin’ un- 
less you have proof.” 

“C'mon, Dusty,” | said. “Forget 
the physical similarities. That 
means nothing. But I’ve watched 
you wrestle enough times that | 
can tell your style even if you 
wrestled in a giant sack. A man’s 
style is like his fingerprints. It 
gives you away every time. As for 
you and the so-called Rider turn- 
ing up together, well | can only 
guess who was under the mask 
then. Probably your friend Dick 
Murdoch or Ron Bass. But no 
one has ever seen the Rider 
wrestle while you were at 
ringside.” 


we to 


(Continued on page 52) 


Never before have money-making opportunities been so 
great for qualified Locksmiths, Now lucrative regular 
lock and key business has multiplied a thousandfold as 
millions seek more protection against zooming crime. 
Yet there's only one Locksmith for every 17,000 people! 
Start Collecting CASH PROFITS Right Away 
You're "in business" ready to earn $6 to $12.50 an hour 
a few days after you begin Foley - Belsaw’s shortcut 
training. Take advantage of today's unprecedented op- 
Portunities in locksmithing for year-round EXTRA 
INCOME in spare time — or fulltime in a high-profit 
business of your own, Hundreds we've trained have done 
it, So can YOU! All tools plus professional Key Machine 
Qiven you with course, These plus practice materials and 
equipment, plus simple, illustrated lessons, plus expert su- 
Pervision, plus business-building guidance will enable 
you to KEEP THE MONEY COMING IN! Ideal for retire 
ment — good jobs, too. 
SEND FOR EXCITING FACTS—No Obligation 

Discover whats in Locksmithing for you — how Foley-Belsaw's Master 


Locksmith-approved training can give you the skill you can depend on 
to EARN MORE — ENJOY LIFE MORE, 


Hundreds of Foley-Belsaw trained men 
have succeeded in this fascinating 
and highly profitable field 


“Before enrolling I checked 
other courses and also asked 
Sor advice from several 
locksmiths in my area. They 
all said yours was tops 
and bas the most 
versatile Key 
Machine 
“always 
wanted to be in 
business for myself 
and now Lam... 
thanks to 
Poley-Beliaw 
Institute. 


and detai 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53209 


“I opened my own business, spare | 
time, seven months after I enrolled and 
made a profit of $329 for the first week, 

B. A, Deberry Littleton, Colorado ] 


“No more hard, nasty work for me, 

Now I have my own business and with | 

hardly any effort I average around $50 

a day. Thanks for my new startin life.” 4 
Sam Walker Prichard, Alabama 


Start your own money making business! 
Make up to°122° an hour— 
even while learning! 


Get into this booming high-profit business that’s 
Easy to learn —Easy to do—Easy on You! 


‘A LOCKSMITH! 


THIS PRO KEY y 
MACHINE IS <6 monn to your cone. 
YOURS TO KEEP! <* 


Find out all about it! Send for FREE Facts TODAY! 
Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 
send postcard) to receive full information 


by return mail. DoT TODAY! COUPON! 
There 


David Fairbrother—Dave’s Locksmith Service | RUSH COUPON TODAY 
FOR THIS FACT-FILLED 


FREE 


BOOKLET! 


Tells how you quickly 
train to be your own boss 
in aprofitable Sparetime 
or Fulltime business of 
your own PLUS complete 
details on our 10-Day 


Train FAST 
at home! 


jo Extr included With Your 


aCURITY 
Sverems, 
training, Covers 
all phase 
Burglar, Hol 
and Fire Alarm 
servicing and in 
stallation, This. 
valuable and 
timely instruction 
Inciudes all special tools and 
supplies, ONLY Foley-Belsaw offers 
such extensive training In this 
rapidly expanding field as a part of 
your Locksmith training, 


ADVANCED Locksmithing! 


How to change combinations, in- See Te 
stall and service Safe, Vault'and Waa x a 
Bank Safe-Deposit Box locks. 7 ‘ 
You learn-by-doing on, the locks | ‘ 

that we supply. You'll ii J 


it 
fascinating and highly profitable 
work. 


a P ALL SPECIAL a. 
ye De BRL AND EQUIPMENT INCLUDED! 
C Dig Ae ee TRANS ee <4 
Vv rt} = 


This Pro Key 
Machine can alone 


and it won't cost you a pen- 
‘ny extra with your training. 


RUSH FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 


10185 Field Bidg., Kansas City, Mo. 64111 


NO OBLIGATION and NO SALESMAN Will Cal 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 

10185 FIELD BUILDING 

KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64111 

© YES, please send me the FREE booklet that 
ives full details about starting my own business in 
Locksmithing. | understand there is no obligation 


and that no salesman will call, | 


‘E CROSSES HIS legs, then 

crosses them the other way. 
He plays with the outside seam of 
his pants. He looks at his nails. He 
folds his hands behind his head. 
He closes his eyes as if to probe his 
mind for an answer to my ques- 
tion. He begins to snore. I wake. up 
in a cold sweat. 

It has always been one of my 
worst fears as a professional wres- 
tling journalist that I would bore 
an interview subject into a deep 
sleep. These men are interviewed as 
often as other people have eggs for 
breakfast. I try to make a point of 
finding a new angle, a different 
slant, a question that has never 
been asked. To do this, I spend a 
lot of time researching my subjects 
before I meet with them. 

The library at the offices of Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated can be quite 
intimidating at first. The file cabi- 
nets stack to the ceiling. In fact, 
one needs a ladder to get to some 
of them. There are photos and text 
files on every wrestler from Abdul- 
lah the Butcher to Larry Zbyszko. 

All one needs to find something 
in the file room is a basic knowl- 
edge of the alphabet. See, it isn’t so 
intimidating after all. I went to the 
drawer marked ‘Blackwell, 
Crusher through Bruiser, Dick the’’ 
and pulled the file on “Brisco, 
Jerry.”” 

I found it easily, because it was 
right in back of the Jack Brisco 

. file. The former NWA titlist has 
one of the largest files in the whole 
drawer. Jerry’s file seemed to 
sheepishly peek out from behind. 
Jerry’s whole career, in fact, seems 
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Agi 


to be like that. He manages to peek 
out from brother Jack’s shadow, 
but never totally gets out of the 
shade. 

The first item in the file is a 
copy of Gordon Solie’s column 


» from an Atlanta wrestling program 


in December 1974. In the first 
paragraph of the column, Solie 
writes, ‘The younger brother of 
the world champion sometimes 
lives in the shadow of his brother, 
but among pro wrestlers he stands 
on his own.” 

Also in the file are a number of 
clippings from local newspapers 
sent by fans with results of Jerry’s 
bouts in the Mid-Atlantic region 
and some stories from Florida 
wrestling programs about Jack and 
Jerry’s tag team exploits. 


BY LIZ HUNTER 


EN 


I found another piece on Jerry 
on the cover of the monthly bulle- 
tin of St. Louis Wrestling Club, 
dated April 1, 1972, previewing 
Jerry’s upcoming NWA title bout 
against then-champion Dory Funk 
Jr. There is an interesting passage 
on this page that reads: ‘Irony! 
creeps into the background of this 
championship affair, because Jer- 
ty’s older brother Jack has been 
dogging Funk’s footsteps for over a 
year. Jerry, however, could be the 
man who dethrones Dory and rele- 
gates Jack to the background, 
much the same as has happened 
with Funk’s talented young brother 
Terry.” 


A good analogy, I thought. 


Later Terry too would win the 
(Continued on page 58) 


Jack Brisco holds Jim Dalton’s right leg as Jerry moves in to grab the left. Jerry invites comparisons 
to his brother by utilizing an almost identical ring style. 


Skinny Men and Women 


GAIN WEIGHT FAST! 


with BODY BUILDER-P 
THE THINNER YOU ARE, THE MORE YOU HAVE TO GAIN! 


* @At last, the weight gain program that you've been waiting for. If The fact is, Body Builder-P is for anyone 
you've tried everything you could think of... and tried. ..and tried... __ who has ever wanted or needed to gain weight 
and couldn’t gain weight, Body Builder-P is for you! Sh Recast easy, because ye fast, because 

@If you've been waiting for the right weight gain product, the one that eet anuimnostamportant, opal becat ee: 
will work with your body (not against it) to put on extra pounds as fast h 


6 3 . With Body Builder-P, you'll put on pounds 
as you possibly can, Body Builder-P is for you! faster than you ever dreamed possible. Now, 


of weight, Body Builder-P is for you! 
FOR WOMEN 


Think about it...knobby legs... flat chest... 
less hips... . sunken in face... the list goes on! 

Why worry and hide in baggy clothes when you 
could be showing off a beautiful body! You'll see 
what a difference Body Builder-P can make in just 
‘one week! You can look forward to those feminine 
curves... see the seductive new you blossom right 
before your eyes... and just as important... right 
before his eyes too! 

e 


y 


\W/HICH BODY DO 


WOMEN—If you picked the curva- 
ceous, full figured body, but right now 
your chest is too flat, your legs are too 
thin, and your hips don’t exist, Body 
Builder-P will change your life! 


THIN and BONY to 
BODY BEAUTIFUL 


\ 


Chris Sabatino, 1981, Class 1NBA, Teenage Mr. America 

“was down to 135 Ibs. of skin and bone when 
I built up 37 Ibs. of muscle and became’a cham- 
pion. Now, you can use my Body Builder-P 
patt of your exercise program to gain weight and 
ut somie flesh on those bones. Girls, add curv 
fill out, and get the figure you always wanted. 
Men, add inches of muscle and get an impres 
manly body. You can do it! But don’t wait. Order 
NOW! 


© If you just need to gain a few pounds, or you really need to puton a lot 


YOU HAVE 
EVERYTHING 
TO GAIN! 


Body Builder-P is used to gain weight (not fat) 
and build body mass as part of the exercise pro- 
gram of champion bodybuilders. Imagine what it 
will do for you," whether you need curves or 
muscles. 

This high powered natural food supplement con- 
tains rich protein, concentrated and fortified with 
12 vitamins and 7 minerals, as well as all 8 

amino acids. It blends into a deliciou: 

juice or milk. And, it gives you adde 

leaves you feeling great! 

You'll be amazed! This incredible formula goes 
to work immediately. Start to see results THE 
VERY FIRST DAY! In just a few days, you'll be 
looking at yourself in the mirror and you'll start to 
understand the incredible power of Body Builder- 
P! Then you'll get on the scale and realize that 
you've added pounds and pounds of impressive, 
attractive flesh. 

So, don’t wait even one more minute. Order 
your Body Builder-P NOW! If for any reason 
you're not 100% satisfied, simply return the un- 
ised portion within 30 days for a prompt refund 
(less p&h, of course), NO QUESTIONS ASKED! 


Don’t delay. Mail in the coupon today! 


there’s no re: 
barassment of being too thin for one minute 
longer! 


YOU WH 


son to wait and suffer the em- 


FOR MEN 

Spindly legs... weakling arms...scrawny 
chest...don’t suffer when you can do something 
about it and become the man you want to be. 

Women love men with some “meat on their 
bones.” And you'll feel a new sense of pride and 
self confidence when your fantastic full, mascu- 
line body appears quickly...right before your 
eyes...and just as important... right before her 
eyes too! FP 


NT?! 


MEN—TIf you picked the handsome, 
manly body, but right now you look like a 
skinny weakling, Body Builder-P will 
make you the man you want to be! 


{©1982 The Body Shoppe, Ine. 111 Brook St. Ssarsdate, N.Y. 10583 


‘The Body Shoppe, Inc. Dept PSE310. 
| Po. Box 1046, Scarsdale, N.Y. 10583 


‘Yes, I want to gain weight fast! Rush my Body Builder- 
Pas ndicated below. If am not 100% satisfied, Ian 
return the unused portion within 30 days for a prompt 
refund, NO QUESTIONS ASKED! My check or M.O. 

is enclosed (NY & Ct. residents add sales tax) I 


(© #928, 7 day supply of Body Builder-P at $12.95 + 
$1.75 p&h (Total: $14.70) 

1 #9282, 14 day supply of Body Builder-P at 
+$2.65 p&h (Total: $24.60) 

O) #9283, 21 day supply of Body Builder-P at $29.95 | 
+ $2.95 p&h (Total: $32.90) 


Mr. Mrs, 
Miss Ms. 


$2195] 


I Address 
yor 


te Zip 


OM.C. 1 VISA (min, $20) Expir, date 


[inert 


“ 


F YOU'RE THE type of person 

who reads the magazine from 
cover to cover to the point at 
which you're giving serious con- 
sideration to becoming a lock- 
smith, then you’ve probably no- 
ticed a couple of additions to the 
Staff box on the contents page. 

Pro Wrestling Illustrated, which 
in just over 3% years of publica- 
tion has established itself as the 


Bua, a recent 


covered \the Ki Lothario conflict as 
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world’s leading wrestling maga- 
zine, will never rest on its laurels. 
Always looking to better itself 
journalistically and artistically, PWI 
has added two award-winning 
members to its already superb 
staff: Editorial Assistants Joseph 
Bua and Chaz Fenn. 

Bua has been involved with 
wrestling since he was a teenager. 
He published the wrestling fan 


se Lothario, Joseph 
tion to the Pro Wrestling Illustrated staft, 
first assignment. 


By Stu Saks 


club bulletin that won the top 
prize at the Wrestling Fans Inter- 
national Association's 1976 
convention. 

Bua was an all-star defensive 
linemen for his high school foot- 
ball team in New York, and if you 
get the chance to see him, you 
won't wonder why. He also let- 
tered in wrestling (in which he 

(Continued on page 54) 


“There is nothing wrong with feeling food, but 


feeling too good can be a crime, that is, if you take your 


Pleasure from prescribed or unprescribed substances.” 


A NATURAL 


LIFT! 


Energy © Stamina @ Feeling of well being 
A Report on L-2000™ - The Safe Alternative. 


O There is nothing wrong with feeling good, but feeling 
too good can be acrime, thatis, if you take your pleasure 
from prescribed substances. 

But what if | told you that you could purchase a pill — 
without prescription — that increased mental alertness 
and decreased hunger and fatigue? What if | mention- 
ed further that the substance in the pill is 100 percent 
organic? You would probably be as skeptical as | was 
when | recently learned of L-2000™ 

Lapsang, a variety of the shrub thea sinensis, grows 
wild in Assan as a tree of considerable size with leaves 


somewhat larger than those of the shrubby form culti- 
vated in China. In China, thea sinensis (L-2000™) has 
been grown for 4,000 years or more. The shrub was 
introduced into Japan during the 13th Century, then into 
India, Ceylon and other parts of the East Indies toward 
the mid-19th Century. 

L-2000”, is prepared by cutting, drying and rolling the 
leaves of stems of the mature plant. The ancient Chinese 
aristocracy promised a feeling of: 

41. Increased mental clarity 

2. Alertness and brighter spirits 

3. More aware and discriminating sensations 
4, Loss of appetite 

5. A surge of sustained energy 

In a symposium on the pharmacology and| 
the physiological and psychological effects of! 

L-2000™ (thea sinensis), Dr. Phillips Frohman, Ph.D. M.D. 
stated, “The ability of thea sinensis (L-2000™) to make 
life just a little more pleasant is unquestionable.” \t has 
been said that L-2000™ induces a state of consciousness 
midway between gently excitement and easy repose”. 
“The old and the young, the sick and the well are 
capable of enjoying this soothing lift.” Wow! 

Apparently, -2000™’s wondrous powers cure certain 
types of headaches, neuralgia, menstral distress and 
bowel complications. But the claims pale in comparison 
toits elevating effects. Despite the natural suspicion that 
nothing as promising as L-2000™ can be either available 1 
or harmless. M. Grieve — author of “A Modem Herbal", a 
Classic reference source — confirms L-2000™’s potency: “If 1 
is a gentle excitant and serviceable where the brain is 
irritated or depressed by mental exertion, or where there I 
is fatigue or exhaustion. 1 

L-2000™ has long been sold worldwide in many various 
forms. Recently, the tablet was introduced here in the 
United States and suddently -2000™ took off. The Food 
and Drug Administration has adopted a wait-anc-see 1 
attitude. 


But how do everyday perople react to: this natural, 
miracle lift? Douglas B.. a Hollywood television director 
states, “| love L-2000™. | first used Lapsang as a diet to 
quickly lose 10 pounds but | soon discovered its (L- 
2000's) ability to give me unbelievable amount of 
energy during long shooting days. Now | keep L-2000™ 
with me all the time.” : 

Daniel S, an award-winning art director, says of -2000", 
“This stuff gives me a lift! | mean really...It makes me feel 
great! How can | put it in any other words— my creativity 
level is always higher after | use L-2000™.” Phil L., a truck 
river from Houston, Tex. relates, “All you get on the road 
is tired and fat. Now, | can drive longer and | don't get 
jittery or nervous, or get that heavy crash that you get 
from other kinds of pills if you know what | mean.” Sheila 
G., actress and model, New York, N.Y: “Being a model, | 
have to constantly watch my weight. A couple of 
Pounds over and I'm out of business. With L-2000™, | can 
eat less and work longer-— really feeling up! It not pniy 
makes me feel good, it makes me look great.” Bonnie C., 
secretary, Chicago, Ill, says, “We all have had bad days 
at the office...my answer to those days is L-2000”. Laura 
P.. o waitress in Boston, Mass., explains, “Working in a 
testaurant you tend to nibble al/ the time. One of my 
regular Customers turned me on to L-2000™ when ! was 
complaining about gaining weight...well, I'm not gain- 
ing weight anymore, because | don't fee! like nibbling.” 
Of course, L-2000™, with all its newfound endorsement 
and controversy, is bound to meet the usual resistance 
from the major pharmaceutical’ companies. But, the 
Food and Drug Administration, which regulates and 
Classifies such substances, will be hard-pressed to half 
Classifies such substances, will be hard-pressed to halt 
the importation of this miracle leaf, L-2000™. Remember 
L-2000™ has been utilized and its benefits have been 
confirmed for over 4,000 years. That, in itself, is amazing. 
TT UIRECT SHIPMENTFORM 

O 601-2000" Tablets $19.95 
1D 420 1-200" Tablets $37.60 
1 180 1-2000" Tablets $52.50 
Add $2.00 Shipping & Processing 


$200 


Total Enclosed 


Send Check or Money Order (no C.0.D) or charge to my 
SAD or MASTERCARD 


exp: date 


Name- 
Address 
City 
state 


— 


. Zip 
Mail to: The Robertson-Tayior Co. VSG-L1 
784 W. Oakland Park Blvd, Suite 290 Ft. Laud., Fl 33344 


ERRY ALLEN IS the new 

holder of the Global tag team 
championship. Yes, you read that 
sentence correctly. Terry owns 
both tag team belts. He and The 
Midnight Rider won the belts in 
Tampa from The Fabulous Kan- 
garoos, but, as had happened 
when he defeated NWA champ 
Ric Flair, the Rider had to forfeit 
his half of the title when he would 
not reveal his identity to NWA 
Officials. 

The NWA ruled, however, that 
Allen would not have to relinquish 
his half of the title. So how does 
. Terry defend the championship? 
“By a coin flip,” he says. “When 
a team challenges me for the title, 
they flip a coin to determine which 
one will wrestle me. If that person 


beats me, his team becomes the 
Global tag team champions. It’s 
really quite simple.” 

Simple, yes, but doesn’t it de- 
feat the purpose of having tag 
team wrestling in the first place? 

As you know, Terry Funk and 
Jerry Lawler are not friends. Their 
multi-year feud has caused both 
men their share of broken bones 
and loss of blood. So you can 
imagine how shocked the fans in 
Tennessee were when Jerry 
picked Funk to be his tag team 
partner in a match against Jerry’s 
hated cousin, Carl Fergie, and 
Sabu the Wildman. “I needed the 
roughest partner | could find,” ex- 
plains Lawler. “As much as | dis- 
agree with his tactics, there is no 
man who can brawl better than 


RINGSIDE 


With Bill Apter 


Terry Funk.” Just 4 word of warn- 
ing to Lawler: Be very careful. 
Last year, Dusty Rhodes chose 
Funk as his partner based on the 
“same reasoning, and Funk turned 
on him. 
Somehow 


“Boogie Woogie 


Man” Jimmy Valiant goaded Sir 
Oliver Humperdink into wrestling 


It’s been a bad month for Sir Oliver Humper- 
dink. Not only is his stable of wrestlers begin- 
ning to fall apart, but he lost badly to Jimmy 
Valiant when he donned the tights himself. 


him. Valiant rendered the chubby 
manager a bloody mess and later 
said, “I got complete satisfaction, 
daddy!” In the meantime, it ap- 
pears that Humperdink’s House is 
crumbling in the Mid-Atlantic, Paul 
Jones has stepped out to become 
a fulltime manager himself, taking 
over the career of former NWA 
champion Dory Funk Jr. United 
States champion Greg Valentine 
and One Man Gang say they are 
still members of the House, but 
Humperdink rarely comes into the 
ting with them anymore. Humper- 


After seeing Terry Funk and Jerry Lawler braving against each other for years, fans in Tennessee dink advises us that he has a 


were shocked when they formed a tag team. 
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(Continued on page 56) 


Now-—enjoy a life of unbelievable riches, lasting love and constant 
protection with the secrets in this startling WITCH BOOK— 


THE MAGIC POWER 0! 


WITCHCRAFT 


Whatever it is you need or want, Witchcraft can get it for you quickly, 
easily, and automatically, say these experts. You'll discover how it can bring 
abundant and overflowing wealth, find or bring back a lover, ward off evil in- 
fluences, and much more—step-by-step in plain English, with complete easy- 


to-follow instructions! 


Yes .. . Witcheralt! Every time you hess 
the word it brings with it the feelings of 
Seep occult secrets—sectets that you would, 
like’ wo know so that your life can be better; 
50 that your enemies will sop bothering. 
‘you: $0 that serenity, love, power and com- 
for: -an be yours! 


THE MAGIC POWrx OF WITCHCRAFT lays hare these 
secrets forthe hist te’ Do you want a bank account busting nt 
the seam with money? A lovee that would make» san en 
ious? Supreme: power to crush your enemies and reward your 
Friends? What would it be worth io You to utter a simple incanta- 
tion that would cause any pain to vanish? Of say another and Im 
mediately recover some fst oblect? 

‘What would it be worth to You to fy through time and space, on 
asiral wings, as Witches do go wherever you wish. do wha 
Ser youwish without being diected watch the antics of 
thers behind closed doors .-- hear private conversations make 
time run forward of backward --. read tomorrow's newspaper in 
a Guack mirror’. nd out what really happened in hators 
‘make your face old or Young at 


BRINGS AUTOMATIC ASSURED SUCCESS! 


Witchcraft can bring your heart's desire! You cam use it to heal 
somieane, influence the Boss to give You that raise, or make some- 
{ne stop bothering you! Its easy! The easiest thibg in the world! 
You don‘ have to be wealthy or supe.inteligen to get started! 
Thousands of ordinary people all ver the world are using Witch- 
craft Power right now! 

Witches have known for centuries that people are scared of them 
and their powers! And rightly so! NOW YOU CAN SHARE THE 
SAME POWER that gives you-literally-life and death control 
ver other persons! Is someone bothering you? No problem at all 
‘ith Magic Witchcraft. For example, there is a spell called the 
"Gross Not My Path" ritual, for people who are having neighbor 
‘rouble, When you use H, you know jou will never again have 
‘rouble with this neighbor 

With these amazing Witcheralt secrets, ther people wil Jook up 
{0 you-in awe~you'll automatically dazzle others with your power 
to make things happen at your will, you'l be Master of your des- 
tiny, and never have to apologize to anyone for anything! 

Whatever you want or need, whatever frustration #s bothering 
you, Witcheraft will help you. It is not evil-nor is it Black Magic 
Like electricity, i simply w power given by mature forthe use of 

‘You'll see how to get paid without working ... how to get ee 
pensive clothes and furs FREE . . . how to get a first-class plane 
seat FREE... how to vacation at the finest hotels, motels, pools 
and pleasure palaces, Start living like a millionaire as Witches do! 


AMAZING TECHNIQUE HAS HELPED THOUSANDS! 


Witcheraft secrets like these can make you rich faster than any 
‘hing else in the world! Here's how others have used them to make 


Now! Let This Amazing Witch Book Bring You 
INFINITE WEALTH, FINE POSSESSIONS, 
A COMFORTABLE NEW HOME, FINANCIAL 
SECURITY, LOVE, CONTROL OVER OTHERS, 
And More—Easily And Automatically! 


For centuries, these Witchcraft secrets were hushed up, so 
that those in power could stay in power! Feudal lords kept 
their bondsmen as slaves. Faclory owners Kept theit em- 
ployees im dreaded sweatshops, because these masters knew 
they must not allow their workers to realize that they need 
hot labor their lives away. Witchcraft was suppressed be- 
Catise it works! Not because of any “evil” in it If it hadn't 
‘worked, no one would have worried about it. If you want 10 
ain power, al you need is this amazing Witch Hook! 

By using these Witchcraft secrets, you too can change 
‘your life and gain health, wealth, someone to love-or any- 
thing else~surely, swiftly and automatically? 

* THE WITCH'S MONEY JAR!—You'll discover the 
secret of the Witch's Money Jar, a mysterious jar that fills 
‘with money--whenever you want or need itt All you need is 
Some water, pennies, and un ordinary Jar or bowl! You'll be 
‘Amazed at the speed with which i fils with moneys seem= 
ingly endless supply of needed cash 

‘© THE WITCH'S MONBY MAGNET!—You'l see how 
to magnetize a dollar bill so that it multiples! All you need 
to make your own Witch's Money Magnet is a dollar bill, 3 
green candle, and the words on page 38. Once you do this, 
Sour dollar will double and keep doubling! You'll enjoy 
litering.Iuxuries, and start living like a mllionaire, as 
Witches dot 

* THE WITCH'S BLACK MIRROR!—Just as your TV 
set has been called your “window on the world,” so the 
Black Mirror is your “window on the psychic world” the 
World of the unknown. Making your own personal Black 
Mirror takes only a few moments and can open the way to 
lunguessable visions. All you need is a bowl of water, some 
Ink, and the chant on page 23. Suddenly you will see scenes 
from other places andblimes, oF any scene you wish to see! 


IN THIS WITCH BOOK YOU'LL DISCOVER 


# How to Cast Spelis that Really Work! 
= Your Magic Window on the World! 
Personal Protection! 
thy Made Easy! 
Influencing Others to Co Your Bidding! 
Controlling a Conversation! 
The Technique of Silent Persuasion! 
‘© Using Witchcraft to Find Friends! 
* How to Find the Lover You Want! 
* How to Bring Your Perfect Mate to You 
* How to Dominate Others! 
* Witchcraft Power for Money! 
‘= Withcralt Power fo Make You Irresistible lo Others! 
'* Spells for Finding Lost Objects! 
+ How to Always Win with Luck Spelis! 
+ Mote Power for Bager Goais! 
inhaling Cosmic Energy! 
Recharging Your Cosmic Batten 
‘= Raising Your Vital Energy Level! 
How lo Keep Evil Forces Away! 


‘miracles happen in their daly lives! 

‘You'll see how Vern, a man who likes to give a lot of expensive 
parties, was always short of cash until he dscovered the amazing 
WITCH'S MONEY JAR“now all he has 10 do is dip in, for 
brings him an endless flow of cash! Evelyn, a waitress, was always 
lending money to friends, and was always broke. Finally, she placed 
her last dollar on the table, and worked the MONEY MAGNET 
SPELL over it All at once, dozens of people who had borrowed 
money from her, rushed to pay her back! 

“Hank was perpetually broke. One night he got together with 
some friends, and they decided to cast the MONEY SPELL. The 
very next day, Hank feceived in the mall a check for some $250 
worth of insurance. (He had never heard of the company that sent 
the check, he was oot insared with them, and had never even made 
2 claim-but he accepted the money.) Another member of the 
[group that used the spell, a 40-year-old secret 
mobile as 2 gift! All the other members of the group received amaz- 
ing windfalls of money. as well! Youll see bow Dexter, a retiree, 
lives RENT FREE and receives $200 a week at the age of 78, with 
aa secret you'll find in this Witch Book! You'll see how Claudine, a 
Secfeary, was ale 10 Wear the nest, mos expensive furh~FREE — 
and spend weekends at an expensive ski lodge in the mountains, 
where she met 2 wonderful maa! How Ruth L.,a widow—with noth~ 
ing but small pension, and a litle savinge-received her dream 
house, by using a simple S-minute ritual on page 38 of this book! 

‘Usiog the same Witchcraft secrets, YOU can achieve peace of 
mind and freedom from money worries for the rest of your life! 


YOU CAN HEAL YOURSELF AS WITCHES DO! 


Feeling sick today? Plagued by a lot of troublesome illnesses? 
Perhaps some relative is sick and constantly demanding your allen- 
tion? Or perhaps it even a pet that needs help? With the MAGIC 
POWER OF WITCHCRAFT, you can cure anything, say authors 
Gavin and Yvonne Frost: “in out experience - we have not 
found a single incurable disease!” 

‘* ANDY DISSOLVES A GALLSTONE!—Andy M. developed 
gallstones. When his illness became too troublesome to ignore, he 
Went to a doctor. Urine tests revealed that he was chronically aiks- 
Tine, His body was badly out of balance. Using this Witchcraft 
method to restore balance 1o the mind and body in a short while, 
X-rays showed that he had no more gallstones! Andy never again 
‘suffered the excruciating pain of passing stones! 

In the same way, say Gavin and Yvonne Frost, almost all ilness 
can be prevented. ‘You are actually employing an ancient Witch- 
Craft method wo remove diseased tissue! Even if you do not have 
Any belief in the results, the power will work for you! 

‘One woman, who had been in a wheelchair for 26 years, due 19 
polio. and arthriss, used the Witchcraft healing method, and re- 
Ported that she had no pain and could walk and garden ‘again! A 
‘man reported that his son's deep 3rd degree burns miraculously 
bealed overnight! 

‘= SO SIMPLE A CHILD USES IT!—A 4-year-old git! asked if 
she could try to heal a man. who. was limping doe to's torn liga- 
ment—with this simple Witchcraft healing method. In a matter of 
moments, she staried her chant, laying her hands on the weak 
ankle. The man was miraculously cured! To skeptics, this should 
bbe convincing PROOF that anyone can use it 


AMAZING POWER CAN BE YOURS! 

Whether you want infinite wealth, or just a comfortable new 
home; financial security fine possessions, love, companionship, new 
health and vigor, power to control others, secret knowledge, pro- 
tection from evil, or anything else, the magic power of Witchcraft 
Ean bring it to you quickly, easly and automatically! It's the easiest 
thing in the world! 

'* HOW TO SEE INTO THE FUTURE!—Would you like 10 be 
able to sce the future? You CAN with the magic Black Mirror you'l 
See how ro make on page 23. Allyou need is some ink and a bowl of 
Water. ‘Then use the chant on this page, and you will be able fo see 
many things. One man uses it (0 read tomorrow's newspaper. YOU 
San Use {U0 check the sigck matket or that important horse race! 

‘| MAKE TIME RUN BACKWARD OR FORWARD!—A 
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ruev are SAYING 


Every month, our reporters will compile wrestlers’ most revealing quotes. Often 
catching the grapplers with their guards down, our reporters will work endlessly in 
obtaining interesting quotes on a variety of subjects. 


LOU ALBANO 


“Bob Backlund’s days as champion are numbered. Iron Mike 
Sharpe has arrived. He’s ready to tear through all of Bobby’s 
bodyguards. First we’ll destroy Tony Garea, then we'll send little 
Eddie Gilbert back home to mommy, then we'll get that wimp 
Rocky Johnson out of the way. Then watch it, Backlund. We’re 
gunning for you, and we won’t miss.” 


EDDIE GRAHAM 


“1am all but sure that Kevin Sullivan cannot be helped, but | feel 
there still is some hope for Jake Roberts. | have been talking to 
some experts about the brainwashing process, and they feel that 
he could be a prime candidate. Maybe we can get him some help 
for him. He is still a human being, after all. We should try.” 


MICHAEL HAYES 


“What is wrong with these hicks in Texas? Don’t they know who 
we are? We’re The Fabulous Freebirds. We’re glamour, we’re 
excitement, we’re life, man. These fools don’t know, they can’t 
conceive of what they are missing. They couldn’t tell Liz Taylor 
and Lizzie Borden apart. Freebird Fantasia is wasted on these 
cowpokes.”’ 


TERRY (UN === ee 


“The offers are coming in so fast | can’t handle it myself. | hired 
myself a pretty little secretary to handle all the calls and letters. 
Everyone wants a chance to win my belt, because they know I’m 
the best. They know this is the only real championship. I’ll take 
them all on, and at the end, when | still have the belt, | might even 
give Flair, Backlund, and Bockwinkel a shot at it.” 


(Continued on page 48) 
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With CRAIG PETERS 


WIN A FREE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED T-SHIRT! 


With this issue, “In Focus” 
will be presenting what | hope 
will become a regular feature in 
this magazine: a contest for all 
our readers in which the winner 
receives a free Pro Wrestling Il- 
lustrated T-shirt! 

All you have to do is be the 
first reader to identify the famous 
wrestler in this photo (the one 
leading the horse, not the ane 
on the horse ... that’s his 
daughter). 

Okay, okay, | know it’s tough, 
but what did you expect, a con- 

st where you guess Don Leo 
Jonathan’s middle name? 

"'ve got three clues to help 
make things a little easier. 

CLUE ONE: The photo was 
taken in 1959. 

CLUE TWO: He wrestled sev- 
eral times for the NWA 
championship. 

CLUE THREE: A photo of this 
man as he looks today appears 
elsewhere in this issue. 

Send all educated guesses 
and ridiculous assumptions to: In 
Focus/PWI, Box 48, Rockville 
Centre, New York 11571. The 
winner's name will be  an- 
nounced in the September 1983 
issue of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, 


on sale June 21 = mth : 
Good luck! WHO IS THE MAN LEADING THE HORSE? 


Fans. of WWF wrestling will 
have noticed that Tony Garea 
has been teaming up quite a bit 
with Eddie Gilbert lately. Rumors 
have it that Garea is on the 
verge of asking Gilbert to be- 
come his permanent tag team 
partner. 

Though he has been wrestling 

more than ever before as a sin- 
EE 


A TAG TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP IN THEIR FUTURE? 


gle, Garea’s past experience of- 
fers ample evidence of his pref- 
erence to wrestle in tag team 
competition. 

Garea has been co-holder of 
the WWF tag team title five 
times: twice with Rick Martel, 
and once each with Haystacks 
Calhoun, Dean Ho, and Larry 
Zbyszko. 


KING JERRY LAWLER 


Jerry Lawler, self-proclaimed 
“King of Wrestling,” has been 
making several challenges lately 
to. Nick Bockwinkel’s AWA 
crown. | spoke with Lawler re- 
cently, and he said that he’s not 
giving up until his Memphis 


THE KING: COURTING THE AWA CHAMPIONSHIP 


reputation is spread across the 
nation. 

“Everyone here in Memphis 
knows me and recognizes: me 
as the one and the only ‘King of 
Wrestling’,” Lawler said, ‘“‘but 
believe it or not, there are peo- 
ple who don’t live in the Mem- 


* phis area who believe that there 


are wrestlers out there better 
than myself! 

“Now, my life is dedicated to 
bringing the light of truth to 
these sorry people,” Lawler 
humbly continued, “and the 
truth of the matter is, quite sim- 
ply, that there isn’t a wrestler 
alive better than Jerry Lawler. 
I'm going to prove it to the coun- 
try, I’m going to prove it to the 


‘wrestling fans, and I’m going to 


prove it to Nick Bockwinkel . . . 
the hard way.” 


Dory Funk Jr. was successful 
in defeating Jack Brisco for the 
Mid-Atlantic title (with a little help 
from his manager, Paul Jones), 
but it seems as if that’s only the 
beginning of a new chapter in 
the continuing war between the 
Funks and the Briscos. 

“I can’t knock Brisco's wres- 
tling ability,” said Dory, “‘but I’m 
not about to let him get the bet- 
ter of me. | know in my heart 
that I’m the better wrestler. | 


THE BATTLE FOR 
MID-ATLANTIC SUPREMACY RAGES ON 


know that | can score a clean 
defeat over Brisco any day of 
the week. | took the belt away 
from him, now | want to take 
away his pride.” 

Unquestionably, the renewed 
war between the Funks and the 
Briscos is only now beginning to 
heat up. | don’t think it will take 
long before their feud ap- 
proaches the intensity of the re- 
cent Tommy Rich-Buzz Sawyer 
confrontations. 


“Everyone in wrestling knows 
about Garea’s record as a tag 
team champion,” said Gilbert, 
“and of course | would be hon- 
ored to be his permanent part- 
ner. But Tony and | haven't sat 
down yet to discuss the situa- 
tion. Until we do, | can’t 
comment.” 


A “FRIENDLY” RIVALRY 

NWA champion Ric Flair has 
agreed to grant his friend Greg 
Valentine a shot at the NWA 
championship. 

“Greg is one of the best wres- 
tlers in the NWA today,” Flair 
told Pro Wrestling Illustrated, 
“and he has proven himself in 
the ring time and time again. 
This is the kind of challenger I’m 
looking for, a man with skill, a 
man with strength, a man who 
can make me: work out there 
and who deserves to be in the 
same ring with me. Greg asked 
for a title shot, he deserves it, 
and that’s why he got it. 


RIC FLAIR 


“Pm through facing second- 
rate competition,” Flair contin- 
ued. “If the man hasn’t proven 
himself to me in that ring, where 
it counts, he can cry all he 
wants, he can get all the lawyers 
together that he wants, but he’s 
still not getting a title shot. That’s 
all there is to it.” 

It appears that the NWA 
champion is standing by his vow 
to select and reject challengers 
as he pleases. Oo 
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/f you wish to contribute to Shocket’s mailbag, send your letters to: 


Rockville.Centre, N.Y. 


S MUCH AS | would like to 
deliver your letters and 
messages to various wrestlers, 
it's impossible. | have neither 
the time nor—in many cases— 
the inclination to act as postman 
for the fans. If you have some- 
thing. to tell a wrestler, write 
directly to him or her in care of 
the arena. That way you'll be 
sure they get.it. By the time | get 
around to seeing many of the 
grapplers, your letters may be 
out of date. Also, it should come 
as no surprise that there are 
several wrestlers who aren'‘t 
exactly ecstatic to see me. 
Again, | wish | could help but 
I can't. 
And now, on to answering the 
letters addressed to me. 


Mr. Shocket, 

Who do you think you are? If 
you want to insult wrestlers 
such a$ Tommy Rich or Dusty 
Rhodes, fine. But when you go 
insulting the wrestling fans, you 
are overstepping your boundaries. 

\ realize everyone is entitled to 
an opinion, but | feel you have no 
tight to criticize the opinions of 
the fans. | know the fanscriticize 
your opinions. If you made an 
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People fail to realize that my job as a journalist is not to reflect the wave of popular opinion, If I 
have a criticism of Tommy Rich or Dusty Rhodes, it is my obligation to express it. 


attempt, however, to respect the 
fans’ opinions, then maybe 
you'd get a little respect yourself. 

Thank you, Mr. Shocket, for 
taking time to read my letter. 

RENEE MARCUM 
Columbus, OH 
Ms. Marcum, 

1 didn’t realize fans con- 
stituted a group whose 
opinions were above criticism. 
After reading your letter, I still 
don’t. When people write to 


praise flotsam like Tommy 
Rich, Dusty Rhodes, Tito 
Santana, Rick Martel, and the 
ever-putrid Bob Backlund, it is 
the responsibility of the 
journalist to show them the 
error of their ways. When fans 
write intelligent letters, I'll be 
the first to praise them. Until 
then, | demand the right of 
every American and thinking 
human being. As for respect, 
self-respect will satisfy me. 


Dear Dan, 

Half the time I don’t agree with 
you or even respect your 
opinion. But | have to ask you a 
question: Do you think it is right 
for Kevin Sullivan to go around 
boasting about his new hobby, 
satanism? 

Satanism is gaining popularity, 
but the way Kevin Sullivan is 
promoting it is disgusting! A lot 
of children look up to wrestlers, 
and even though Kevin isn’t 
asking them to follow him, they 
look up to him with approval. 

Don't get me wrong. I’m not 
prejudiced against him. If that's 
what he believes, that’s his own 
business. | just think he 
shouldn't broadcast it. , 

DENISE BAUGHAN 
Cincinnati 


Kevin Sullivan’s religious beliefs are relatively 
harmless. 1 don’t foresee children blindlessly fol- 
lowing him to the devil. 


Dear Denise, 

Professional athletes live ina 
world different from the rest of 
us. Blessed with abilities no 
One really understands, they 
face each day as if it is their 
last. Many of them adopt 
strange—though harmless— 
practices to lessen the strain. If 
Sullivan needs to strut about 
proclaiming his devotion to 
Satan, let him. Children and 
adults can think for themselves. 
| doubt if anyone will ever 
become a devout satanist due 


Since this photo was taken, Roddy Piper has sold out to the fans, and Bob Armstrong has wisely 
chosen to ignore them in pursuit of his own success. If these two were to meet today, I don’t think 
Piper would be on top. 


to Sullivan’s influence. To 
make sure they don’t, I’ve been 
boiling newts’ eyes and bats’ 
wings, chanting as I stir, 
“Double seven, don’t believe 
Kevin.” 


Dear Sir: 

You have shown yourself to be 
a complete babbling idiot. You 
have insulted Roddy Piper. 

You say he’s running scared, 
but it’s the House of Humper- 
dink that’s done the running. 
You say Piper has retreated into 
a world of pathetic idiocy. Well, if 
he has, he just went to join you. 

You're a bum witha big mouth 
who should be fired. Your two 
pages of insults don’t do much 
for a fine magazine. 

MIKE TISDALE 
Johnsonville, SC 


Dear Sir: 

1 should have known better 
than to try ,to explain 
something subtle to wrestling 
fans. Today Roddy Piper may 
be successful, but he is no 
longer great. By going against 
his own instincts, he has 
forsaken his vision for an 
appealing scheme. | can’t 
blame him for going for the 
money and the fame. It takes 
an incredible amount of energy 
to go against the prevailing 
trends, forcing the ignorant to 
recognize genius. If Piper is 
exhausted, he can coast by 
being simplistic and popular. 
At the same time, we shouldn't 
pretend that Piper is great. To 
do so would be a disservice to 
what the man was and what he 
still may be. Oo 
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- Every issue, three reporters from 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
will participate in an incisive 
press conference with a top 
wrestling star. The questions 
will be demanding. And the 
answers will reveal the inner- 
most thoughts of the giants 
of the sport 


(As president of the National 
Wrestling Alliance, Bob Geigel 
wields a great deal of power. When 
the alliance finds itself involved 
with controversy, it is usually Bob 
Geigel who must make a judgment 
one way or the other. Pro Wres- 
tling Illustrated is fortunate that 
Mr. Geigel took time away from 
his busy schedule to speak with 
Editor-in-Chief Peter King, Senior 
Editor Bill Apter, and Managing 
Editor Stu Saks. In this interview, 
Mr. Geigel lends his experience and 
knowledge to a variety of subjects, 
ranging from the recent suspension 
of Dusty Rhodes in Florida to the 
creation by Terry Funk of a dupli- 
cate NWA belt. Pro Wrestling I- 
lustrated extends a hearty thanks to 
Bob Geigel.) 


“| feel it’s important to have someone in the job who knows what 
the wrestlers are going through from first-hand experience, and 
not just an administrator who’s never stepped through those 


ropes.” 


Then and now: Bob Geigel grapples furiously on the canvas with then-NWA heavyweight champion 
Lou Thesz (above). Geigel referees a recent NWA title match between Ric Flair and The Midnight 
Rider (opposite page). 


PETER KING: Bob, I think it 
would be interesting for our readers 
to know a little bit about your 
background, beginning with your 
days as a wrestler. 

BOB GEIGEL: I suppose you 
could say my salad days were in 
the mid-1960s, although I began 
wrestling many years earlier. I’ve 
always been proud of the fact that 
I once wrestled to a 90-minute 
draw with Lou Thesz. Of course, 
the fact that I was a wrestler helps 
me in my capacity as NWA presi- 
dent. I feel it’s important to have 
someone in the job who knows 
what the wrestlers are going 
through from first-hand experience, 
and not just an. administrator 
who’s never stepped through those 
ropes. 

STU SAKS: Dusty Rhodes was re- 


(Continued on page 64) 
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Ken Patera’s Ultimatum 
To Bobby Heenan: 


IHE LAST STRAINS of ° Bob 

Seger’s “Shame on the Moon” 
played on a jukebox in the comer of 
the room. Cigarette smoke curled into 
the view of Ken Patera, and with one 
wave of a thickly muscled arm he sent 
the smoke away in little wisps that 
would dissolve into nothing. 

“People should take better care of 
their bodies,” ‘Patera said. “But if they 
aren't gonna care about themselves, 
the least they could do is not inflict 
their dirty habits on me.” 

He turned to the restaurant patron 
at the next table. “Excuse me, but that 
cigarette is bothering me. Put it out or 
move.” 

The smoker, a 30-year-old woman 
sitting with her two schoolage children, 
butted her cigarette in the ashtray and 


Ken Patera (top left) has surprised the wrestling community by stating his desire to wrestle Nick 
Bockwinkel, who stands with Bobby Heenan (above). 


Ken Patera knows how to be the best. He has been the best at 
everything he has ever tried. But now he is stuck in a position in which 
he feels he doesn’t have an opportunity to prove he’s the best. Ken 
Patera wants a shot at Nick Bockwinkel’s AWA title! 
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Photos by Scott Romer 


Patera feels he is being used by Heenan to soften up contenders such as Jerry Lawler before their 
scheduled title matches with Bockwinkel. 


grabbed her coat. Before Patera could 
turn back around to his table, she and 
her children were on their feet and 
leaving. 

If Robert Young were passing by, he 
would have prescribed Sanka for 
Patera, who had seemed a bit on edge. 
“I don’t know why I'm so concerned 
with staying in shape,” he said. “It's 
not like I have to stay in shape for 
anything in particular. I'm not getting 
any competition.” One could hear the 
combination of disdain and frustration 
in his voice. “There’s nothing for me 
here: I keep telling Bobby [Heenan] 
that I need a challenge, and he says, 
‘Yeah, yeah sure. Soon, Ken, soon.’ 
He’s not gonna be able to put me off 
for long.” 

Would Patera leave Heenan’s stable 
to look elsewhere for . worthy 
opponents? 

“I didn’t say that,” Patera re- 
sponded. “I like it in the AWA, and I 
wouldn’t want to leave here. But there 

(Continued on page 62) 
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TOMMY “WILDFIRE” RICH: 


a elite 
DESIRE IS BACK 


By Craig Peters 


COULD HARDLY believe that I 

was going to be_ interviewing 
Tommy “Wildfire” Rich. Not be- 
cause he is one of the most well- 
known and loved wrestlers in the 
entire sport; after years of involve- 
ment with the sport's celebrities, 
fame like Wildfire’s just doesn’t ex- 
cite me anymore. 

No, the excitement came from 
the mere fact that I was interview- 
ing Rich at all. | had been trying to 
secure an interview with Tommy 
for a long time, but it always 
seemed as if he had another match 
with Buzz Sawyer to deal with first. 

Like everyone else who follows 
wrestling, | watched as Tommy bat- 
tled Buzz Sawyer again and again. I 
watched and wondered if the mo- 
ments of fleeting satisfaction he got 
from the war were really worth the 
price of constant punishment and 
inhuman bloodshed. 

When I arived in Atlanta several 
hours prior to a taping of World 
Championship Wrestling, 1 won- 
dered if Tommy would still be so 
wound up in his feud that all he 
would want to talk about would be 
Sawyer. I didn’t want to travel hun- 
dreds of miles to hear what I've 


For well over six months, Tommy Rich and Buzz Sawyer have 
been at war. Finally, after all the bloodshed and sneak-attacks, a 
light has appeared at the end of the tunnel: “Wildfire” has 
declared that he is tired of feuding with Sawyer and wants to get 
back to a normal wrestling career 


er 


Rich applies pressure on the heads of Hussein Arab (above) and Ivan Koloff (right). Tommy’s feud 
with Buzz Sawyer blossomed into an obsession (below). 


been hearing for six months, that 
Tommy is going to destroy Buzz 
Sawyer, no matter the cost. 

As I sat in one of the World 
Championship Wrestling conference 
rooms awaiting Tommy’s arrival, | 
thought about the battle that has 
gripped Wildfire so long. 


I can understand Tommy’s ha- 
tred for Sawyer, but I can’t under- 
stand why he has continued to de- 
vote so much of his time to Sawyer 
at the cost of his own career. Be- 
cause of his feud with Sawyer, 
Tommy has slipped out of the 
NWA ratings for several months, 
lost several opportunities at title 
shots with NWA champion Ric 
Flair, and has severely damaged his 
reputation as a scientific wrestler. 

My thoughts were interrupted by 
the sound of the doorknob turning. 
Tommy was arriving for our 
interview. 

Dressed smartly in a chocolate- 
brown three-piece suit, Tommy 
looked very fashionable—until | no- 
ticed the deep scars on his fore- 
head, scars incurred during his 
months of battle against Sawyer. 

90 


Tommy smiled when he greeted 
me and shook my hand. Tommy’s 
hand was rough and calloused, an- 
other sign of battle. 

“I'm glad you were able to make 
the trip, Craig,” Tommy said as he 
sat down. I told him it was my 
pleasure, and we engaged in small 
talk for a little while. After about 20 
minutes, I had to ask him the ques- 
tion that simply would not leave 
my mind. 

“Tommy, I've been trying to get 
a hold of you to talk for a long 
time. Why now? What's different 
with you now than, say, two 
months ago? From what I can tell, 
you're still obsessed with Buzz 
Sawyer.” 

Tommy was silent for about a 
minute. I could tell he was struck 
by my directness and candor. His 
eyebrows wrinkled, and he began 
his explanation. 

“I've had it with Buzz Sawyer,” 
he said abruptly, “that’s all there is 
to it.” There was an anger in Tom- 
my’s eyes as he spoke about Saw- 
yer, an anger that was comple- 
mented by a weariness in his voice. 

“Sawyer has gone too far and 
too long with what he’s been doing 
in Georgia,” Tommy said, “and 
frankly, I'm glad that. I have some 
men in the area who are helping 
me with the Mad Dog. We man- 
aged to drive Ivan Koloff out of the 
area. Now Paul Orndorff, Butch 
Reed, Stan Hansen, Masked Super- 
star, Tony Atlas, and my cousin 
Johnny have told me to take some 
time off from the war to concen- 
trate on my career. They have 
promised to concentrate on Sawyer. 

“And Im glad I have so much 
help now,” Rich continued. “I’m 
sick and tired of having to look 
over my shoulder every five min- 
utes to see if Sawyer’s sneaking up 
on me. I'm sick of seeing his ugly 
face staring at me from the other 
side of that ring. 

“Let me tell you,” Tommy said, 
“it hurt me when I saw that my 
name had dropped out of the NWA 
ratings and it hurt when I got all 
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Choosing to concentrate on his grudge with Sawyer, Rich has passed up several opportunities to 
wrestle against NWA champion Ric Flair. Tommy has finally realized how much that feud has hurt 
his career, 


those letters from my fans pleading 
with me to forget about Sawyer for 
the sake of my career and my 
health.” 

Rich leaned forward in his chair 
as if to make sure that I was paying 
attention to every word he said; 
that was one worry that should 
never have entered his mind. “I 
want to get back in contention, | 
want to get on the road again, [ 


want to wrestle Ric Flair again, and 
I want to wear that NWA belt 
again!” 

Tommy raised a clenched fist in 
the air in front of his face. It was 
vibrating from the raw power and 
burning desire to once again wres- 
tle a man like Ric Flair. for one of 
sport's most coveted awards. 

“I want out of this feud, and I 
want to get my career moving 


Rich looks out upoi the cheering masses as he applies a painful hammerlock on Flair (above left) and 
an armbar on Super Destroyer (above right), Wildfire, having reestablished his goals, would like to 
wear the NWA belt once again, as he proudly did during his week-long reign two years ago (below), 


again,” Wildfire said. “I've got hopes 
and desires just like any other man 
in wrestling, only my hopes and 
desires have been smothered by 
that Mad ‘Dog scum Sawyer. No 
longer, brother, no more. I want to 
get back into action, back into con- 
tention, and back to where my fans 
don’t have to worry about whether 
Sawyer's going to bust my head 
open with a brick. That's what I 
want, and I want you, Craig, to 
bring that message to the fans for 
me.” 

So that’s why it was so easy to 
get an interview with Tommy Rich. 
I sat back and listened as Tommy 
continued to talk. I just sat back in 
my chair, smiled, and said to my- 
self, “Of course, Tommy, I'll be 
more than glad to bring your mes- 
sage to the fans.” 

Then I smiled again, thinking 
how glad the fans will be to hear 


: that Tommy “Wildfire” Rich is back. 


Not the Tommy Rich obsessed with 
Buzz Sawyer, but the Tommy Rich 
who competes for the sake of 
sportsmanship and achievement, 
who desires to capture the NWA 
title for a second time, and who 
looks to the fans for strength and 
support as his career proudly 
moves ahead. 

Glad to have you back, 
Tommy. 
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Kerry Von Erich vs. Greg 


Valentine 


THE FIRST BATTLE IN THE 


T WAS THE kind of a day that 

you couldn't even tell if there 
was a sun in the sky. A thick 
cover of rainclouds extended in 
all directions as far as the eye 
could see. It wasn’t actually 
raining, but the threat was impos- 
ing enough to cause pedestrians 
to carry their umbrellas with 
them. 

On a day like this, the outskirts 
of St. Louis can be dull, if not 
downright depressing. 

The largest building within im- 
mediate sight’ = was The 
Checkerdome. Though usually an 
impressive sight, even to the visi- 
tor who has seen it dozens of 


times before, the arena on this 
day simply blended into the gray- 
ness of the sky, as did most ev- 
erything else. 

It was that nebulous time of 
day, sometime between late after- 
noon and early evening, if such a 
time can be defined at all. The 
parking area was empty, awaiting 
the thousands of cars that would 
soon bring thousands of people 
into the building to witness a his- 
toric confrontation. 

Inside the arena, 16,000 empty 
seats watched as workmen as- 
sembled the wrestling ring that 
would be the center of excite- 
ment a few hours later. 


Standing in the passageway 
that led from the arena to the 
dressing room area, one individ- 
ual was watching while the work- 
men continued with their job. 

Kerry Von Erich, gym bag in 
hand and still wearing his over- 
coat, stood in silent reverence. 
He had been to The 
Checkerdome so many times be- 
fore, but this was different. For 
the first time in his life, Kerry was 
standing in this building as the 
defender of the Missouri title. 

The weight of his responsibility 
as champion hung almost visibly 
on his shoulders as he walked 
slowly toward the ring. One 


Kerry Von Erich’s very first title defense as Missouri champion was 
against a man who provided him with a stern challenge: Greg 
Valentine. Kerry wanted to prove to the world that he would be a 
worthy champion, but that desire may well have ignited a feud that 
will blossom into one of the largest wars of the decade 
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could almost hear 16,000 wres- 
tling fans voicing their collective 
admiration for this youngest of 
the three Von Erich brothers. 

“This is it, this is where it’s all 
going to happen,” Kerry ‘said 
softly. “Tonight is the night | 
have to prove to myself that | 
really deserve the Missouri title. 
I'm not stepping in there against 
any stiff. This is Greg Valentine.” 

Kerry turned his back on the 
ting and slowly walked to his 
dressing room to settle down, 
run through a quick workout, 
and get ready for the night 
ahead. 

“ff | can handle Valentine,” 
Von Erich was heard to mumble 
as he left the ring area, “I should 
be able to handle Ric Flair.” 

ee 

When Kerry Von Erich re 
turned to his dressing room after 
facing Greg Valentine, he was 
still able to call himself Missouri 
State champion. 

But it was close. 

‘That had to be the toughest 


Most new champions will make their first title 
defense against an easy opponent. Von Erich, 
however, chose to defend against one of the, 
best. Kerry applies the clawhold (left) and works 
‘on Valentine’s left leg (below), 


eee 


‘Photos by Scott Romer ' 
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match of my entire career,” said 
Von Erich as sweat poured off his 
face. “Damn! Valentine was all 
over me. He used every illegal 
maneuver imaginable. He used 
the ropes repeatedly to set up his 
offense and he even used the 


Valentine and Von Erich engage in a test of strength (above left). Greg's pilednver (above right) or 
flying elbowsmash (below) would have meant defeat for just about anybody but the resilient Kerry. 


piledriver. 

“4l tell you something, | didn’t 
like that at all,” Von Erich said. 
“Okay, | was nervous, it was my 
first title defense, and maybe | 
wasn’t as sharp during as | 
should have been. But | left the 


ring still champion, and_ that’s 
what's most important. 

“But as | said, | didn’t like it at 
all,” Von Erich continued. ‘“Valen- 
tine tried to humiliate me out 
there tonight. He kept calling me 
‘kid’ and ‘punk’ and making 
comments about how | didn’t de- 
serve to be in the same ring with 
him.” 

Kerry's voice was beginning to 
raise in anger. It was clear that 
his match with Valentine had 
spawned within him a_ feeling 
that he hadn't experienced 
before. 

As if it wasn’t enough that he 
was defending his title for the 
first time, Kerry had just experi- 
enced the feeling of having a 
wrestler of the caliber of Greg 
Valentine take his body to the 
physical limits. 

And now the anger and hatred 
were beginning to fester within 
him. 

‘Valentine deserves to pay for 
what he did out there tonight,” 
Kerry said with disgust, “and I’ve 
got to be the one who makes 
him pay. | gained a lot when | 
captured the Missouri title from 
Harley Race, and | stand to gain a 
lot more in the months to come. 
Greg Valentine wants to take a 
piece of what | have gained away 
from me,’and I’m not about to 
let him do that. 

“Yes, Greg Valentine will pay,’” 
Kerry said with finality, “and I'm 
not going to stop until he does.” 

How many times have we seen 
it before? It’s this kind of an atti- 
tude that leads a wrestler into a 
full-blown feud, Most recently it 
occurred in Georgia with Tommy 
Rich and Buzz Sawyer. 

What's worse, Kerry is still rela- 
tively young. If he develops a 
chip on his shoulder now, it 
could stay there for years. 

We hope that he will come to 
his senses before he goes too far, 
but it appears as if Kerry Von 
Erich is heading down a very 
dangerous one-way street. oO 


ILLUSTRATED 


CLOSE - UP 


VAN KOLOFF FIRST came to the 

United States from Russia in 1969 
. ++ Quickly acquired the nickname 
the “Russian Bear” because of his 
aggressiveness in the ring and his effec- 
tive use of the bearhug .. . First 
matches in America were in St. Louis 
where he became involved in a bitter 
feud with Edouard Carpentier . . . Fol- 
lowed Carpentier to Montreal and con- 
tinued the feud, building his reputation 
in the process . . . Toured throughout 
Canada until he was spotted by man- 
ager Tony Angelo, who brought him to 
the WWF in 1970. . . Traded to Capt. 
Lou Albano along with The Mongols 
for Crusher Verdu and an undisclosed 
amount of cash . . . His initial WWF 
feuds were against’Tony Marino and 
Victor Rivera, but Albano kept brag- 
ging how these men were insignificant 
and how Koloff would be the next 
WWF champion . . . Albano proved to 
be correct when, on January 18, 1971, 
before a stunned sellout crowd in Madi- 
son Square Garden, Koloff used the 
Russian drop to end Bruno Sammar- 
tino's 72-year title reign . . . Held the 
belt for only three weeks, however, 
losing the title to Pedro Morales in the 
same Madison Square Garden ring . . . Remained in the 
WWF for only a few weeks after his title loss, then moved 
to AWA territory where he was managed by the “Big K,” 
Karl Kovacs . . . Quickly ascended the ratings and gained 
a title shot with AWA champion Verne Gagne in April of 
1971... AWA manager Bobby “The Brain” Heenan 
bought Koloff’s contract from Kovacs late in 1972... 
Heenan led Koloff on a massive AWA rampage in which 
the Russian feuded violently with Bruiser, Billy Red Cloud, 
and Billy Robinson . . . Following several unsuccessful 
attempts at capturing the AWA heavyweight title early in 
1974, Koloff moved to the Mid-Atlantic area . . . Became 
instant enemies with Paul Jones and Wahoo McDaniel 
. . . Stayed in the Mid-Atlantic for about a year, then left 
to join the newly formed International Wrestling Associa- 
tion . . . Made headlines with his memorable feud against 
Mil Mascaras . . . Left the IWA after a few months and 


/ Gs 
IVAN KOLOFF 


returned to the WWF, again under the 
guidance of Albano . . . Wrestled in 
several return matches against Bruno 
Sammartino, who was enjoying his sec- 
ond title reign, but failed to recapture 
the belt . . . Formed a tag team with 
Superstar Graham, an association that 
lasted only a few weeks . . . Returned 
to Montreal in 1976 to battle Andre the 
Giant . . . Feuded with Bruiser in the 
Midwest . . . Wrestled in Florida in 
1977, feuding with Dusty Rhodes and 
winning the Southern title from Steve 
Keirn . . . Teamed with Mr. Saito to 
capture the Florida tag team title. . . 
Failed again to regain the WWF title 
when newly crowned Bob Backlund 
made a rare defense in Florida in 1978 
. . . Morales came to Florida and wres- 
tled Koloff for the first time since cap- 
turing the WWF belt from him seven 
years earlier . . . Koloff returned to 
the WWF to again wrestle Backlund 
for the title. . . Left the WWF to team 
with Alexis Smirnoff in Georgia in 1979 

. Along with Smirnoff, captured 
Georgia tag team belts ... Also 
teamed with Ole Anderson on several 
occasions ... Feuded bitterly with 
Tommy Rich . . . Returned to WWF 
for a few matches against archenemy Bruno Sammartino 
. . . Also renewed his feud with Mil Mascaras in Texas 
. .. Gene Anderson took over Koloff's management in 
1981... Under Anderson's guidance, Koloff and Ray 
Stevens captured NWA tag team championship . . . Wres- 
tled Ric Flair several times for NWA heavyweight title 
. . . Joined House of Humperdink in 1982 . . . Became 
engaged in several fierce battles against Rick Steamboat, 
Jay Youngblood, and Jimmy Valiant ... The latter 
months of 1982 saw Koloff back in Georgia . . . Joined up 
with Buzz Sawyer’s group in the Sawyer-Rich wars . . . 
Wrestled many times against Tommy Rich and Paul Orn- 
dorff . . . Has now returned to the WWF under the 
management of Fred Blassie . . . Hopes to secure another 
title shot against Backlund and capture the WWF title a 
second time. Qo 
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GREATEST MATCH 

“My greatest match was when I won WWF belt 
from Bruno Sammartino at Madison Square 
Garden in New York City. I look out at fans and 
they are in shock as my hand is raised. | show 
them that wrestler from Soviet Union is superior 
to Italian. Koloff was greatest WWF champion 
ever.” 


TOUGHEST OPPONENT 

“| was tag team partner with Stan Hansen, but 
then he change. I don’t like man who cannot 
make up mind. I try to kick some sense into him, 
but it did not work. He is big, tough cowboy with 
a hard head. He does not think too fast, but he 
does not have to.” 


FAVORITE MANEUVER 

“Koloff like to use backbreaker. You can hear 
spine snap and opponent scream in pain. He is 
prisoner on my shoulder. He is helpless. He has no 
escape. Then, when wrestler gives up, I drop him 
on canvas. He falls like bag of rocks. And I stand 
over him and laugh. Hahahahaha.” 


MOST HATED OPPONENT 

“He calls himself ‘Boogie Woogie.’ He is disgrace 
to all men, Jimmy Valiant is. He looks like what 
you call a hobo, with the beard. Without beard, 
people would call him a girl. He is not wrestler. He 
is like circus performer. He is a stupid man.” 


The Fans Have Spoken: 


BOB BACKLUND 
MUST WRESTLE 
JIMMY SNUKA AGAIN 


NCE AGAIN, the editors of this 
magazine are amazed at the 
response of our readers. 

Who would have thought that 
over 55,000 ballots from all across 
the country would flood the offices 
of Pro Wrestling Illustrated in a re- 
sounding response to our question 
in the May 1983 issue, “Should 
Jimmy Snuka- be given another 
shot at the WWF title?” 

And who could have anticipated 
that virtually all of the ballots 
would cast the affirmative vote, 
“Yes! Jimmy Snuka deserves an- 
other chance to win Bob Backlund’s 
WWF champonship.” 

“This is wonderful, brother,” said 
Jimmy Snuka when he was in- 
formed of the results of the voting. 
“You say that 95 percent of the 
fans want me to wrestle for the 
WWF title again?” Snuka paused on 
the other end of the telephone line 
as the fact sank in. He seemed to 
be imagining himself in the ring 
once more with Bob Backlund, the 
WWF title riding on the outcome of 
the match. 

“I know I want another match,” 
Snuka continued, “and I know that 
my manager, Buddy Rogers, is 
working closely with Arnold 


Two months ago, Pro Wrestling Illustrated polled its readers on 
the question, “Should Jimmy Snuka be given another shot at the 
WWF title?” Your response has been tremendous, and 
overwhelmingly in favor of seeing Snuka wrestle Bob Backlund 
once again for the championship. The rest is up to the WWF 
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Skoaland and the WWF, and is try- 
ing to get me another title match. 
But it is difficult. There are many 
details that have to be worked out, 
and there are many other people in 
line for a title shot with Bob 
Backlund. It is not as easy as some 
people might think to get a title 
match with Bob Backlund. 
“Whatever happens, though, I 
still want to thank all the fans who 
answered the Pro Wrestling Illus- 
trated ballot,” Snuka said. “I hear 
the cheers of the fans in the arenas, 


and when |, see people making 
their opinions known like this . . . 
brother, it really makes me feel 
good. inside.” 

The most remarkable aspect of 
the voting was the fact that re- 
sponses came pouring into the edi- 
torial offices of Pro Wrestling Illus- 
trated almost immediately after the 
magazine hit the newsstands. 

“Tt was incredible,” said Editor-in- 
Chief Peter King, “absolutely incred- 
ible. As soon as we were caught up 
tabulating one stack of ballots, an- 


brought over from the post office. It 
seemed as if there would be no end 
to the envelopes!” 

Managing Editor Stu Saks agreed. 
“Of course I was amazed by the 
massive volume of mail, but what 
really struck me was the fact that 
almost every single ballot was in 
favor of Snuka wrestling Backlund 
again. | would have expected a 50- 
50 split in opinion, or maybe a 60- 
40 vote in favor of a rematch, but 
never would I have guessed that 
the results would come to reflect 94 


I see the mail that I get each week, other few 


The ballot printed in the May 1983 issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated provided 
respondents with a space to explain the reasons 
for their vote, one way or the other. The 
comments that follow have been culled from 
ballots sent to Pro Wrestling Mlustrated from all 
parts of the country. 


“I feel that with Buddy Rogers’ guidance, the “Sup- 
erfly” will be successful with his campaign to wrestle 
the title from Bob Backlund. Snuka has shown his 
superior wrestling knowledge against Backlund in the 
past.” 


—Jimmie Banks, Cambridge, MD 

+ee 
“Snuka deserves the title more than Backlund. He 
has more muscle and is much stronger than 
Backlund. He can wrestle scientifically or punch and 
brawl better than Backlund. He is tougher and can 

take much more pain than Backlund.” 

—Stephen Manion, Oberlin, OH 

+ee 
“Jimmy Snuka deserves another title shot because 
he has beaten most of the top contenders. Bob 
Backlund is too scared to wrestle Snuka because 
Jimmy is a much better wrestler than before. Bob 
Backlund won't give any scientific wrestlers a title 
match because he knows that Snuka, or any other 

scientific contender, will take his title.” 

—Alex Heim, Roselle, NJ 

tee 
“Snuka has had many shots at the title and never 
came out on top. He is not wrestling top 10 wres- 
tlers. So many wrestlers are looking for title shots 
right now, and Snuka has already had too many.” 
—Jeffrey Weiss, Hollis, NY 


thousand would be 


percent of the people favoring an- 


“Since when is any contender limited to so many 
matches? If Buddy Rogers says something, that’s the 
way it is, that is unless Backlund is afraid of Jimmy.” 

—Marilyn Hildebrandt, Mena, AR 
+e 

“Even though Jimmy Snuka had several chances 
to capture the WWF title, he was a different type of 
wrestler at that time. It would only be right to give 
him another chance at the title. | would love to see’ 
Snuka beat Backlund in a scientific match for the 
title. Don’t get me wrong, I enjoy Bob Backlund's 
wrestling, but my favorite wrestler is Jimmy Snuka.” 

—Karen Willey, Salisbury, MD. 
ee 

“I think Snuka should go after the Intercontinental 
championship held by Magnificent Muraco first, be- 
cause Bob Backlund and Buddy Rogers are friends. 
Snuka already lost to Backlund several times, so let 
Snuka try to defeat Muraco first.” 

—Rickie Bayer, Bethpage, NY 
eee 

“Snuka, under the vile influence of Lou Albano, 
was being driven by confused, animal ambition. 
Since coming under the managerial wing of Buddy 
Rogers, Snuka has proven to be a wrestler of su- 
preme talent and stamina. | don't think Backlund 
would be at all ashamed to lose his belt, fair and 
square, to a man of Snuka’s consummate skill.” 

—Peter Iasillo, Port Chester, NY 
per 
. and then there is this final comment, our 
favorite, which just about sums up the views of 
the 94 percent of fans who voted in favor of 
another Snuka-Backlund title confrontation: 


“It would be the greatest scientific match on earth! 
My God, why am I sitting here writing this? I've ecu 
to go reserve tickets for this match!” 

—Matt Marcinko, Uniontown, PA 


Snuka performs the “‘superfly” against Playboy 
Buddy Rose, a move he was never successful in 
completing against Backlund (left). Snuka’s 
adoring fans always crowd around him as he 
makes his way to the ring (bottom left). Snuka 
bodyslams Backlund in preparation for the sup- 
erfly (bottom right), but Backlund managed to 
move out of the way at the last second. 


other shot for Snuka. After all, in a 
national presidential election, 60 
percent of the vote is an over- 
whelming landslide. This is just 
remarkable.” 

As of press time, the ballot tabu- 
lations were: 54,283 (or 94.1 per- 
cent) in favor of Snuka wrestling 
Backlund again, and 3,409 (or 5.9 
percent) maintaining that Snuka has 
had enough chances to capture the 
WWF belt. 

As we go to press, ballots are still 
arriving at our offices. Unfortu- 
nately, due to deadline consider- 
ations, these votes obviously cannot 
be tabulated. We do anticipate, 
however, that additional ballots ar- 
riving past publication deadline will 


(Continued on page 50) 
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NN THE WORLD of women’s 
professional wrestling, a day off 
is more than a rare occasion, it’s 


practically a miracle. For Velvet 
McIntyre, whose appearance in the 
January issue of our sister publica- 
tion Inside Wrestling drew an in- 
credible amount of fan response, 
the day gives her time to catch up 
on the things she doesn’t get to do 
while on the road. 

The strawberry blonde McIntyre, 
who in her 2% years in wrestling 
has traveled throughout North 
America, was happy to have the 
short yet satisfiying vacation. 

After posing for a series of stu- 
dio portraits, Velvet graciously al- 
lowed photographer Gene Gordon 
to follow her around Columbia, 
South Carolina, where the Vancou- 
ver, Canada, native currently re- 
sides. Velvet first heads to the 
shopping mall to pick up some 
needed—and not so needed—items. 
From the mall, Velvet goes home 
where she can catch up on some 
sewing and other chores. Later, 
Velvet would allow Gordon to tag 
along on her date. 

As you can see, Velvet spends 
her day like many women—with 
one exception: Velvet’s top priority 
is still wrestling, and even on a day 
off, she finds time to get in a 
workout. 

“The life of a woman wrestler 
isn’t as glamorous as it appears,’ 
Velvet says. ‘‘The men get to stay 
in one area for a while, but the 
women are either wrestling or fly- 
ing to another city to wrestle. 
Sometimes I can go weeks without 
seeing my home. When I have a 
day off, I feel I’ve really earned 
itl”? Oo 


WOMAN WRESTLER’S DAY OFF 


Photos by Gene Gordon 


Above: If Velvet doesn’t keep her mind on what 
she’s sewing, she could well become part of what 
she’s sewing! Right: With little time for shop- 
ping, Velvet will buy a large amount of clothes 
in'one trip to the store. Bottom right: Trying to 
choose the right needlepoint design. Below: 
Later, she puts her quick feet to use on the 
dance floor. Bottom left: Though she maintains 
a strict diet, Velvet admits that she has a weak- 
for ice cream. Left: Even on a day off, 
Melntyre gets in a good workout. Velvet exe- 
cutes a flying headscissors on sparring partner 


Abdullah cares little about the science of wrestling. Here he carves up Terry Funk with a sharp 
metallic object. It is not difficult to see why this man is called the Butcher. 
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AST MONTH IT was Crusher 

Blackwell, now it’s Abdullah 
the Butcher. I don’t know why, but 
there’s something about wrestling’s 
tulebreaking behemoths that’s been 
on my mind lately, and I figure 
maybe if I write enough about 
them they’ll get the hell out of my 
mind. 

I hope. 

Remember what I said about 
Crusher Blackwell, how he knows 
the science of wrestling, how he 
can move, and how he develops 
strategy and carries it out to 
perfection? 

Well Abdullah the Butcher is no 
ring tactician. He’s no master of 
strategy, and as far as skills go, 
he’s not particularly impressive. 

But he’s meaner than a mama 
bull elephant trying to protect her 
young, and he’s almost as bulky. 

He knows what he wants: vic- 
tory. He knows what he needs to 
get it: brutality. 

Hell, why do you think he’s 
called “The Butcher’? You can bet 
your last sawbuck it doesn’t have 
to do with rib roasts and chopped 
meat. 

Occasionally, however, his oppo- 
nents do resemble hamburger as 
they’re carried out of the ring on a 


stretcher. I don’t feel like getting 
into the more gruesome details of 
Abdullah’s ring exploits over the 
years; this is, after all, a family 
publication. 

But Abdullah is mean in the 
ring, meaner than just about any- 
one you can name. He’s mean, and 
he’s rough, and he’s huge, and it 
shouldn’t surprise you to learn that 
several state athletic commissions 
have banned him from wrestling 
with in their state lines. 

What amazes me most about 
Abdullah is his ability to hoist him- 
self into the air before delivering an 
elbowsmash to his opponent. When 
I say he hoists himself into the air, 
I don’t mean he’s just an inch or 
two off the ground. I don’t know 
how he does it, but he gets up 
there. 

I also don’t know what Abdul- 
lah weighs these days, but it’s got 
to be somewhere on the painful 
side of 450 pounds. Can you imag- 
ine all of that force channeled into 
one angular, powerful, destructive 
elbow plunging into your chest? 

I’m winded just thinking about 
it. 

Another thing about Abdullah: I 
think he’s jealous of Andre the Gi- 
ant. I mean there’s the obvious 


_ THE BUTCHER 


BT >, 


jealousy inside the ring, but did 
you know that, like Andre, Abdul- 
lah has taken to the silver screen? 

You may have seen ads for a 
movie called Roaring Fire, a 
streetfighting kung fu epic starring 
Sonny Chiba and, yes friends, Ab- 
dullah the Butcher. 

Imagine my surprise the morning 
I saw Abdullah’s ugly mug staring 
out of the entertainment pages of 
the New York Post. It frightened 
me so much I couldn’t even finish 
my coffee. 


Abdullah starred recently with Sonny Chiba in the kung fu action film Roaring Fire, 


Ah, maybe that did it. I didn’t 
have too much to say about Ab- 
dullah. Indeed, if you’ve seen Ab- 
dullah, there isn’t a whole hell of a 
lot I can say about him that you 
don’t already know. 

I can only hope that I’ve been 
able to purge my sodden brain of 
these thoughts about wrestling’s su- 
per -heavyweights. If not, you can 
expect next month to~see “Matt 
Brock: Looking At. . . The Great 
Kamala ... or Andre ... or 
The Samoans ...or...” 
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WHAT THEY ARE SAYING 


(Continued from Page 18) 
TERRY ALLEN 


“I never thought I’d be defending a tag team title all by myself. I’d 
actually rather be in there with The Midnight Rider, but I’ll go 
along with whatever the officials want. | thought it was pretty 
strange at first, but if that’s the way they want to handle it, it’s fine 
with me. I’ll defend the Global tag title to the best of my ability.” 


IDLLO a) 


“The Japanese wrestling fans are fascinated with my man, The 
Great Kabuki. They have been reading about him in American 
magazines for years, and now they get the chance to see him live, 
in person. They are mystified by the green fog he blows. We 
might just stay here for longer than expected, as long as the 
opponents keep falling and the money keeps coming.” 


JOHN TOLOS === 


“?’'m back, and I’m better than ever. Remember all the excitement 
I created in Los Angeles? Well now I’m bringing it to San 
Francisco, from the hills of Lombard Street to the dock of the bay. 
| want the best, toughest competition they’ve got. But even that 
won’t be enough. Who’s gonna be able to beat me? Come on, 
let’s be serious, now.” 


JAY STRONGBOW = 


“Tag team wrestling is an art. More than any other aspect of the 
Sport, the tag team match requires practice, strategy, and 
constant thought on the part of both wrestlers. Timing is also a 
intricate part of it. | think the reason Jules and | are champions is 
because we have. . . well, I’d almost call it ESP. We just think 
alike. It’s almost scary sometimes.” 


* SUPERSTAR x 
WRESTLING GAME 


THE MOST EXCITING, 


TRUE-TO-LIFE 


WRESTLING GAME 


EVER INVENTED! 


A - ae 


ALL THE ACTION OF LIV 


E 


id 


ATCHES 


RIGHT IN YOUR HOME! 


RINGSIDE SEAT “ 

Now you can have a ringside seat to the 
most exciting wrestling matches of all- 
time! Re-live the fury of the famous 
Shea Stadium battle between Pedro 
Morales and Bruno Sammartino! Ac- 
tually pit Dory Funk, Jr. against his 
brother Terry Funk — and make it a 
Texas Death match to boot! Witness 
the incredible Superfly Snuka battle it 
out with the dastardly Superstar 
Graham in wild, no-holds-barred com- 
bat! Pit the talented Bob Backlund 
against the agile Nick Bockwinkle ina 
“promoter's dream” match-of-the-cen- 
tury! Square off the Incredible Hulk 
Hogan against Andre The Giant — or 
better yet — make them an awesome 
tag-team duo! 


TEXAS DEATH 

Act now, and you can be the exclusive 
promoter of the action-packed 
Superstar Wrestling Federation. Only 
you can sanction Title Defenses and 
Texas Death matches! For added ex- 
citement. arrange Battle Royals, Tag- 
Teams and Steel Cage matches! Ar- 
range the matches you've always 
wanted to see! Post your own ratings! 
Determine the true world champion! 


ACTIONCARDS 
Each of the over 30 wrestlers included 
in the Superstar Wrestling Game has 
his very own, personalized, ActionCard. 
Each ActionCard contains computer 
generated data based on the wrestler’s 
actual ring performances. 


No detail is overlooked! Superfly 
Snuka actually performs his devastat- 
ing Death Leap! Very few escape Black 
Jack Mulligan’s vicious claw! Watch 
out for Roddy Piper's foreign objects! 


YOU'RE THE WRESTLER 
You've finally made it to the big time! 
The tension is so thick, You can cut it 
with a foreign object. On any given day 
you can become Ivan Putski, Super 
Destroyer. Crusher Blackwell. or 
some other world famous grappler! At 
the bell, you both roll the dice and abso- 
lute mayhem breaks loose! You ex- 
change forearms and dropkicks with 
your foe. Suddenly. you're locked in an 
octopus-like bear hug. But. instead of 
submitting. you break the hold and 
counter with an explosion of elbow 
smashes. followed by a bone-crushing 
body slam ... Excitement like this truly 
radiates from each and every match. 
Only you can decide whether to go for 
the pin. or to inflict more punishment. 
The choice is solely up to you because 
now ... you're the wrestler! 


SUPERSTARS 
UNDER YOUR ROOF 
Bob Backlund ... Nick Bockwinkle 
Ric Flair ... Superfly Snuka ... Otto 
Wanz ... Mil Mascaras ... Andre the 
Giant ... Pedro Morales ... Hulk Hogan 
.. Jack Brisco ... Terry Funk ... Dory 
Funk, Jr. ... Superstar Graham ... Cow- 


Harley Race 
Tommy Rich ... Ken Patera ... Crippler 


Dusty Rhodes 


Stevens Bruno Sammartino 
Playboy Buddy Rose Crusher 
Blackwell ... Ted DiBiase ... Blackjack 
Mulligan ... Super Destroyer ... Ivan 
Putski ... Chief Wahoo McDaniel ... Mr. 
Fuji ... Bruiser ... Roddy Piper ... Ric 
Martel ... Magnificent Muraco ... Chief 
Jay Strongbow ... and Abdullah the 
Butcher!!! 


EVERYTHING YOU NEED 
As soon as your postman delivers the 
Superstar Wrestling Game, you'll be 
ready to play. Each game includes: 
35 Action cards 
2 sets of playing dice 
rule booklet & scoring sheets 
special results chart to record 
who-beat-who, and how often. 


You can play the Superstar Wrestling 
Game all by yourself, or you and your 
friends can compete in Head-To-Head 
competition! Tag-Team matches and 
Battle Royals are especially exciting 
when everyone takes a man! 


So. don't delay — order today. No true 
wrestling fan should be without one!! 


SS SS SS SS SS 
WE PAY POSTAGE! 


* SUPERSTAR WRESTLING GAME * 
BOX 68, DEPT. PW! 
WOODMERE, N.Y. 11598 


Cash Check 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
cove 
STATE 


(Please allow 3to 4 weeks for delivery) 


I can't wait to jump in the ring! Please send me my SUPERSTAR WRESTLING GAME 


postage paid. Enclosed is $10 for each order. Payment: 
oO. 


JIMMY SNUKA VS. BOB BACKLUND 


* (Continued from page 41) 


push the actual number of voting 
readers from roughly 58,000 re- 
spondents to over 65,000. 

In fan polls of past years, Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated received an av- 
erage of 35,000-40,000 responses. 
PWrs annual fan award voting 
draws roughly 55,000 responses. 


Snuka poses with his trusted manager and ad- 
viser, Buddy Rogers (above), who was instru- 
mental in discovering the contractual loophole 
that allowed him to escape from Capt. Lou Al- 
bano. Under Albano’s guidance, Snuka received 
several title shots with Bob Backlund (right). Al- 
bano soon paid a heavy price for trying to main- 
tain too much control over the “Superfly” 
(below). 


Backlund attempts to hold Snuka in the chicken 
wing (above). Snuka grips Backlund’s head prior 
to delivering a painful kneesmash to the champi- 
on’s chin (below). 


For the number of Snuka ballots 
to approach 65,000 is ‘a remarkable 
indication both of Snuka’s enor- 
mous popularity and of the involve- 
ment and devotion of Pro Wrestling 
Illustrateds readers. 

“I feel very good about the way. 


the fans responded to our ballot,” 
said Peter King. “It means that the 
fans want to get involved, they 
want to have their opinions heard 
by other fans, by wrestlers, and by 
the officials of the - wrestling 
federations. 

“I would be very surprised if the 
WWF didn’t take immediate action 
on setting up a Snuka-Backlund re- 
match,” King continued. “It’s obvi- 
ously a match that the fans want, 
and many of them clearly feel that 
Snuka deserves such a match. If 
Snuka fails to get a rematch, a lot 
of fans will be very upset. 

“The fans have made their opin‘ 
ions known,” King concluded. “Now 
it's up to the officials of the WWF 
to act.” O 


MOVING? 
t 

|Kindly give us 8 weeks | 
| advance notice. | 


| Are you moving? If youare, please give | 

us 8 weeks advance notice so we can 
continue to service your subscription 
promptly. Check which of the maga- 
zine(s) listed below you subscribe to: | 


O THE WRESTLER 


O INSIDE WRESTLING 

O SPORTS REVIEW 
WRESTLING 

O PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED 


ity 
Et 


State Zip 


| Clip this form and send to: 
TV SPORTS, INC. 
BOX 48 
[Rockvitte CENTRE, NY 11571 


The First issue Of The 


PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED ANNUAL 
now available by mail! 


je Utes 


This gigantic collector's issue was a complete 
sell-out on the newsstand. But, for a limited 
time (and in limited quantities), the action- 
packed Annual is available by mail. This 
Special edition was the biggest, most colorful 
magazine we have ever published. More 
stories, more full-color photos, and excellence 
in the tradition of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, 
the best-selling wrestling magazine in 

the world. 

Here's What's Inside: 

Stories on: TOMMY RICH, RIC FLAIR AND 
RICK STEAMBOAT, BOB BACKLUND, BARRY 
WINDHAM, MIL MASCARAS AND DUSTY RHODES! 


Giant, Full-Color Action Pinups 
Of ANDRE VS. KILLER KHAN, 
DUSTY RHODES VS. HARLEY 
RACE, BRUNO SAMMARTINO VS. 
LARRY ZBYSZKO! 


ONLY $2 per issue 


TV SPORTS INC. pw annua. 
BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 
11571 


Please send me copy(ies) of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated Annual. 
1 enclose $2 for each copy. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


city 
STATE ZIP 


For all orders except the U.S. and Canada, 
you must add one dollar (U.S. for each copy 
ordered for boat mail, and two dollars (U.S.) 
for each copy to be sent airmail. U.S. funds 
only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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|) TOO SKINNY? 


Amazing New. Hercuplan 
Guarantees 


A NEW SHAPE 
y IN 30 DAYS 
/ or pay nothing! 


A 
You can't turn skin and bones into powerful 
Muscles. Now add the weight you need to build 
those powerful muscles in 30 days. How? Simply 
take ‘one-aday HERCUPLAN tablets with our 
Scientifically prescribed meals, Don't let poor 
eating habits rob you of a powerfully appealing 
body. 30 day HERCUPLAN Program must work 
for you, too, or simply return the HERCUPLAN 
label for full refund. Complete 30-day 
HERCUPLAN Program is now only $5.95. 
Special 60-day supply only $10.98. 

‘Add $1.00 for Express Delivery Service 

Send to: Rush Industries, Dept. HU79BB 
|__871 Willis Ave., Albertson, N.Y. 11507 


In Minutes . . . 
GET RID OF BLACKHEADS, 
WHITEHEADS, AND OTHER 

COMPLEXION PROBLEMS! 


Doctor formulated,..Bio - 
Masque-M.D. works like 
magic! Attracts blackheads 
and other complexion pro- 
blems like a magnet. As it 
lifts out impurities freeing 
clogged pores...restoring 
"baby-smooth’, ‘baby-clear \} 
skin. Developed by a 
doctor..proven on scores of delighted patients... 
and Now Available Without Prescription...Hear at 
last is a medically proven method that's effective, is 
hypo-allergenic, painless, and safe for all types of 
skin. Thrill to a fresher, smoother looking skin. Now 
you can have the skin you have always desired 
————MONEY BACK GUARANTEE———— 
4 oz. Bottle only $4.98 Special! 3 Only $11.98 
‘Add $1 00 for Express Delivery Service 
Send Today to: RUSH IND., INC. - Dept. EP79BB 
1 Willis Avenue, Albertson, New York 11507 


4 


5-7 DAYS 


Great For Balding, Thinning, 
See-Thru Hair! 

Science has doneit....improved on nature...and 
found a way to give you thicker, fuller, longer 
looking hair IN JUST DAYS—so vital for a 
younger more vigorous appearance. 

It is a scientific fact that your hair, like any 
natural fiber, can be impregnated to be stronger, 
thicker and fuller. How? A newly developed hair 
thickener begins where nature left off. Gives new 
body to each individual hair, increases the width 
of each hair. for that LONGER, THICKER, FULLER 
APPEARANCE 

The following SCIENTIFIC LABORATORY 
PHOTOS show the effects of the Vitamin B5 
(Pathenol) and Proteins in Long 'n Strong on split 
ends, and also show the thickened increase of the 
diameter of the hair. 


SplitEnd BX \ UP TO 15° 
Correction THICKER 


LONG'n STRONG ALLOWS HAIR TO GROWLONGER, 
THICKER, HEALTHIER AND STRONGER 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
4 oz. Bottle $4.95 Special! 2 only $8.98. 
Send to: Rush Ind. Dept. KR79BB. 
871 Willis Ave., Albertson, N.Y. 11 


KING’S COURT 


(Continued from page 8) 
’ 


ae 
Dusty says he has spent his suspension time on his Texas ranch, tending to his horses and cattle, If it 
were proven that he wrestled in Florida during the suspension, he would face a year-long nationwide 
ban, 


Rhodes got up off the couch 
and paced the floor for a few 
moments before answering. “It's 
very hard to deny somethin’ like 
that,” he finally said, and | felt as 
if | was hearing a prepared script. 
“By that logic, | can say you’re 
the Rider, because I’ve never 
seen you at ringside when he 
wrestles either. Look, I’ve been 
here in Texas waitin’ for my sus- 
pension in Florida to end. You 
know very well I’m not allowed 
to wrestle in Florida. So how 
could | be the Rider? That would 
be illegal, it would be a way to 
flaunt the rules, and | don’t be- 
lieve in doin’ that. I'm sorry you 
had to come all this way for 
nothin’, Peter, but that’s all 
you’re gonna get. We might as 
well sit around and debate 
whether the chicken came before 
the egg. Now, speakin’ of chick- 
ens, | got a few big birds on the 
grill. Do you wanna eat or not, 
because the interview part of 


your trip has just ended.” 

The backyard barbeque was 
devoured in silence. There was 
no conversation between us be- 
cause there was nothing left to 
say. Well, there was one’ thing 
left to say, but that had to wait 
until | was ready to leave. 

A few hours later, Dusty 
walked me to the front door and 
put out his hand, which | shook. 
“No hard feelins’, huh?’’ 

“No Dusty, it’s your life. But 
one last thing: This Rider thing 
got out of control. It started as a 
little lie, | guess, and just grew 
too big for everyone. But tell me 
one thing, Dusty. You've always 
said you wanted to. win back the 
NWA title for your fans, not for 
yourself. Tell me, Dusty, how did 
it feel when you won it. . . and 
had to give it back?” 

Rhodes closed his front door 
without answering. The silence 
haunted me all the way back to 
New York. oO 
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DRESSING ROOM CONFIDENTIAL 


(Continued from page 12) 


Ray “The Crippler”” Stevens holds his throat after being choked on the ropes by Jimmy “Superfly” 
Snuka. This photo by Chaz Fenn, PW7's newest photographer, graphically reflects every bit of 


Stevens’ pain and suffering. 

competed as a super heavy- 
weight) and track and field (in 
which he doubled in the hammer 
throw and shot put events). His 
athletic scholarship offers all came 
for football. “‘If | thought | had any 
chance to be a play in the NFL, 
there is no question | would have 
continued in football,” Joe told 
me. “But | had to be realistic.” 

Bua, the editor of his high 
school newspaper and, of course, 
the president of a wrestling fan 
club, chose to accept an aca- 
demic scholarship, but not just 
any academic scholarship. Bua 
attended college on the presti- 
gious Abernathy Scholarship, 
which is given to the three most 
promising high school’ journalists 
in the nation. 

In his senior year in college, 
Bua, for an investigative series 
uncovering an environmental dan- 
ger in Upstate New York, was 
given the Halleran Award. 

| know a lot about the Halleran 
Award. It is the one honor every 
college journalist dreams of attain- 
ing. | never won it, but | know that 
the winner is virtually assured of a 


position on any newspaper or 
magazine he chooses. 

Joseph Bua chose PWI, and 
we couldn’t he happier about it. 
“There really was no choice 
at all,” Joe said. “The sport of 
wrestling is a journalist's dream. 
In just my first assignment, cover- 
ing a match between Kabuki and 
Jose Lothario, | noticed several 
things about Kabuki’s style that | 
plan to investigate. There is 
enough dirt in this sport to fill the 
Grand Canyon. | devoted all my 
training in journalism toward this 
goal. | am honored—and a bit 
humbled—to be a part of this 
magazine.” 

Chaz Fenn will probably never 
write a story for PW/I, but if the 
adage is true that one picture is 
worth a thousand words, his im- 
pact on the magazine will cer- 
tainly be felt. 

Fenn, who grew up in Bristol, 
England, has taken his trusty 
Nikon F2 to 14 different countries. 
As a photographer, he has done it 
all. He’s photographed Queen 
Elizabeth. He’s photographed un- 


der water. He once strapped him- 
self to the roof of the Nassau Coli- 
seum to photograph the New 
York Islanders. He now photo- 
graphs professional wrestling and 
rates this job as the best he’s 
ever had. 

“| always loved wrestling as a 
lad growing up in England,” he 
said, “but for excitement, you 
can’t compare the European style 
of wrestling to the American style. 
Except for the referee, nobody is 
closer to the action than the pho- 
tographer. When you put your 
lens between the ropes, there are 
abolutely no obstructions. Who 
else in the entire arena has that 
vantage point? Looking through 
that lens, you feel as if the drama 
of man-to-man combat is unfold- 
ing just for you. It’s my job to try 
to bring that feeling to the maga- 
zine’s readers.” 

Chaz, who never goes any- 
where without his camera, has 
been taking pictures since he was 
seven, when he inherited a 35mm 
camera. He had his first photo- 
graph published when he was 
eight! “Classic story,” he said. 
“My uncle took me to a cham- 
pionship rugby match. Of course, 
| had my camera with me. Any- 
way, | saw all the photographers 
on the sidelines and | wanted to 
get down there. Being only eight, 
the guards didn’t see me slip 
through. More by luck than any- 
thing else, | snapped the perfect 
picture of the winning score. The 
local paper printed the picture and 
even paid me for it. | was a pro- 
fessional at the age of eight!” 

Fenn will be traveling through- 
out the country to bring our read- 
ers more of the excellent quality 
photographs they have come to 
expect from PWI. “This job pro- 
vides the challenge every photog- 
tapher yearns for,” he said. 
“There are very few positions for 
wrestling photographers. | con- 
sider myself very lucky.” 

So do we, Chaz. Welcome 
aboard. 
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(Continued from page 14) 


“master plan” in the works in an- 
other territory that we will learn 
about very shortly. 

Mr. Wrestling Il is one angry 
man. Someone has been sneak- 
ing into the masked man’s dress- 
ing room while he is in the ring 
and dying his white masks blue, 
green, and red. Il’s masks are 
white to represent purity. “I have 
a feeling this is the work of Ka- 
mala and his manager, Skandor 
Akbar!” Il bellowed as he showed 
us a psychedelic mask. “If it is 
them, we will all get to see how 
their faces look in red!” 

Giant Baba received a hero’s 
welcome when he returned to Ja- 
pan after regaining the Pacific 
Wrestling Federation title from 


a7 
Giant Baba came 
Race. He did not return home empty-handed. 


Harley Race in St. Louis. . . Wa- 
hoo McDaniel is headed to San 
Antonio to do battle with Tully 
Blanchard. “That little punk needs 


to America for a rematch against Pacific Wrestling Federation champion Harley 


his butt kicked,” says Wahoo. 
McDaniel is also wrestling in the 
AWA, and he hopes to get a title 
shot at Nick Bockwinkel soon.” 
Ernie Ladd is back in Louisiana 
where he is reportedly looking for 
wrestlers to manage . . . “Hang- 
man” Bobby Jaggers signed for a 
one-week series of matches 
against Dusty Rhodes—in Nige- 
rial... “Golden Greek” John 
Tolos hopes to crack the AWA 
ratings after his upcoming clash 
against Jerry Lawler in San Fran- 
cisco’s Cow Palace. “I should be 
able to breeze by Lawler in five or 
10 minutes,” he said. “Then the 
AWA will realize that | deserve a 
top 10 ranking. A month from 
then, | envision myself the num- 


ber one contender and in line for 
a title shot.” 

Still calling himself “The New 
Living Legend,” Larry Zbyszko is 


now campaigning in Georgia. “In 
Georgia, it is Tommy Rich's hide | 
am after,” says Zbyszko. “Hope- 
fully, | can also get a match 
against NWA champion Ric Flair. 


2 Ss 
Now in Georgia, Larry Zbyszko has challenged 
Tommy Rich to a match and ultimately hopes 
for a title match with NWA champion Ric Flair. 
Larry also advises Bruno Sammartino Jr. that 
their feud is far from over. 


By the way, Bruno Sammartino 
Jr., don’t get too cozy while I’m 
gone. | have not forgotten about 
you. I'll be popping into New 
York, New Jersey, and Connecti- 
cut from time to time to keep an 
eye on you.” 

Speaking about Sammartino 
Jr., he and his “Living Legend” 
father were featured in the Febru- 
ary 14, 1983, issue of Us maga- 
zine. The amount of Bruno Sr.’s 
‘fan mail still ranks among the 
highest we receive daily. 

Central States champion 
Dewey Robertson, managed by 
Gary Royal, refuses to give ex- 
champion Manny Fernandez a re- 
match, “Let him wait and wait 
and wait,” Dewey says. “It took 
me almost six months to get a 
match against that coward. Now 
he will just have to wait until | am 
good and ready for him.” 

That's all for now. See you at 
ringside! Oo 
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NWA belt, something Jerry has not 
managed to do. I would have to 
keep this in mind when talking to 
him. 


As I looked through the rest of 
the material in the file, I noticed a 
number of mentions that Jerry’s 
style was incredibly similar to his 
brother’s. It is a relatively simple 
observation. 

Then I thought of the angle I 
would take in the interview. If ev- 
eryone compares Jerry to Jack, and 
Jerry has patterned his style after 
Jack’s, is it not his own fault that 
he is stuck in Jack’s shadow? Has 
he, in fact, locked himself behind 
his brother? Has he done it on 
purpose? 

I felt like a pioneer. All this un- 
explored territory lay in front of 
me, ready to be explored. All that 
was left to do was to get my ideas 
organized, put them on paper, and 
find Jerry Brisco. 

With my notes in front of me, I 


ON ASSIGNMENT 


(Continued from page 10) 


Jerry wore the NWA junior heavyweight belt at 
one time but chose to devote more time to his, 
pursuit of the heavyweight championship. 


dialed the NWA office in Char- 
lotte, North Carolina. I usually like 
to do my interviews in person, but 
time restraints forbade going out 
on the road. 

A very pleasant woman named 
Kelly answered the phone. I let her 
know who I was and asked for 
Jerry Brisco’s home phone number. 

“J could give you the number,” 
she said, “but I don’t think it 
would be of much use. Mr. Brisco 
will be out of the area for a couple 
of weeks. He left for Japan just an 
hour ago.” 

I had covered everything. Well, 
almost everything. The next time, 
T’ll make sure my subject is in ‘the 
United States. My work won’t go 
to waste, though. He’ll be back in 
two weeks. Oo 
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KEN PATERA 


(Continued from page 27) 


were certain promises made to me be- 
fore I got here and they haven’t been 
kept. Bobby Heenan is one of the 
greatest managers of all time, but I 
have this to say to him: ‘Get me a title 
shot or you're going to lose one of the 
greatest wrestlers of all time!” 

Patera seemed relieved to have got- 
ten that thought off his massive chest. 
He took a sip of icewater, ran his 
hands through his hair, and shook his 
head: He knew he had left himself 
open for a new—and difficult—line of 
questioning, 


Was Patera asking for a title match 
against his stablemate, AWA champion 
Nick Bockwinkel? 

Patera stared at his questioner a few 
seconds before answering. “A promise 
is a promise,” he said softly. 

He paused again. “Hey, I know I'm 
putting Bobby in a difficult position. If 
he arranges a match between his two 
top wrestlers, he is sure to lose one of 
them. He couldn’t be in both of our 
corners. He would have to make a 
choice. If he were to make the smart 
choice, he would stay with me, because 


Patera lifts Lawler off the mat by his twisted left arm. Ken says (3 has earned a title shot by beating 


all the top AWA contenders. 


bel 


I would be holding the championship 
belt when the match was over. But 
Bobby is a loyal guy. He would have 
to stand by Nicky, and I wouldn’t have 
much respect for him if he didn’t I 
don’t relish the thought of putting 
Bobby in such a position, but Ive 
wrestled and beaten every man that 
Nicky has defended his belt against 
over the past year. And where has it 
gotten me? 

“Title matches are so different from 
anything else. It’s kind of like being in 
a desert and seeing an oasis just a few 
feet away from you, but there’s a man 
standing in your way preventing you 
from getting it. The belt is the oasis. 
My career has been in a desert for the 
past year. I want to reach that oasis. I 
want that belt.” 

Patera feels he has been thrust into 
the role of policeman for Bockwinkel, 
that he has become a test for those 
wanting a shot at that title. Recently, 
Patera faced Jenry “The King” Lawler, 
who has made no attempt to hide the 
fact that he wants Bockwinkel’s title. 

“It should be Jerry ‘The Clown 
Prince’ Lawler,” Patera said. “The man 
is one huge bad joke. The only way he 
will ever have the AWA belt around 
his waist is if he breaks into Nicky's 
place and steals it. And I oun put 
it past him.” 

Luckily for Patera, he is in a ies 
sion where he can vent a bit of his 
frustration. The bout against Lawler 
certainly provided that opportunity. 

Patera dominated much of the 
match, keeping Lawler off-balance and. 
in pain with arm and_headlocks. 
Lawler couldn’t seem to reverse any of 
Patera’s holds, obviously at the mercy 
of his opponent’s unparalleled strength. 

“He couldn’t do anything in there,” 
said Patera, who won. via countout. 
“He couldn't hurt me—hurt me? He 
couldn’t even touch me. Bobby has to 
be kidding me about this guy. If he 
doesn’t start getting me opponents 
who are at least difficult to throw 
around, Im gonna have to start 
searching for my own.” 

Patera has made it very clear that 
such a search might take him out of 
the AWA. Oo 
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PRESS CONFERENCE 


(Continued from page 25) 


cently given a 60-day suspension 
from wrestling in Florida when he 
lost a Loser Leave State match 
against Kevin Sullivan. As soon as 
Rhodes left, a-masked man named 
The Midnight Rider began wres- 
tling there. Many fans felt the 
Rider and Dusty were the same. 
How do you feel about the 
situation? 

GEIGEL: Of course you are well 
aware that there were all sorts of 
bounties on The Midnight Rider. 
J.J. Dillon offered $10,000 to any- 
one who could unmask the Rider 
in front of an NWA official, and 
$50,000 to Ric Flair if he could 
succeed in doing so during their ti- 
tle match. Nobody ever succeeded 
in unmasking the Rider, so my of- 
ficial position, of course, must re- 
main that since no positive proof 
exists one way or the other, I con- 
sider Dusty Rhodes and The Mid- 
night Rider two distinct individuals. 
SAKS: But what about your per- 
sonal position? Do you believe 


Dusty Rhodes is The Midnight 
Rider? 

GEIGEL: I’m afraid I can’t answer 
that question. 

BILL APTER: The Midnight Rider 
recently defeated Ric Flair for the 
NWA title, but the match was de- 
termined to be null and void. Can 
you clarify the situation? 
GEIGEL: Yes. The Midnight Rider 
won the match, but NWA rules 
stipulate that a masked wrestler 
must reveal his identity to officials 
before he can officially be given the 
title. The Rider did not want to 
unmask, so the belt was returned 
to Ric Flair. As far as the NWA is 
concerned, the match never took 
place. 

BILL APTER: Bob, another situa- 
tion that has a lot of people talking 
is the fact that Terry Funk has had 
a copy of the NWA championship 
belt made and is claiming to be 
defending it in matches all around 
the world. What is the NWA’s of- 
ficial position on this? 


Geigel takes the NWA championship belt away from The Midnight Rider. Though he had defeated 
Flair for the title, The Rider refused to unmask and had to give up the belt. As far as the NWA is 
now concerned, the match never took place. 


GEIGEL: Well, this is a problem 
that we’ve never encountered be- 
fore. There’s no precedent in wres- 
tling history to deal with Terry 
Funk, so naturally we’re treading 
on very thin ice here. Obviously, 
the NWA does not recognize 
Funk’s so-called “championship,” 
and I would like to make it very 
clear to anyone reading this inter- 
view that Funk’s belt has no offi- 
cial meaning whatsoever. I am 
looking into legal ways to seize the 
belt from his possession, but that 
matter is currently in the hands of 
NWA attorneys, and I’m not free 
to speak about it at the present 
time. 

KING: I’d like to ask you about 
the Tommy Rich-Buzz Sawyer 
feud. With all the bloodshed that is 
going on between these two men, 
why doesn’t the NWA step in and 
officially end their dispute? 
GEIGEL: Quite simply, Peter, the 
NWA has no official power to act 
in that capacity. Neither Tommy 
Rich nor Buzz Sawyer has come to 
me personally to request that action 
be taken to end the feud. I am very 
well aware of the blood that is be- 
ing shed, and I’m glad to see the 
media has taken a stand on the 
matter. I don’t like to see these 
men battering each other in steel 
cages and ambushing each other in 
dressing rooms all across the coun- 
try, but frankly there isn’t a thing I 
can do about it. As long as these 
two men keep signing contracts to 
wrestle each other, I’m afraid the 
Situation will continue. We can 
only hope that they will settle their 
differences before someone is se- 
verely hurt. 

KING: Bob, I want to thank you 
for taking these few minutes out of 
your schedule to talk with us. 
There was so much more that we 
wanted to ask you, I can only hope 
that we will be able to sit down 
again sometime in the future and 
discuss NWA matters in greater 
depth. 

GEIGEL: Thank you, 
would like that. 
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talented wrestler, but he is also 
a multi-talented actor. He’s done 
a superb job in television shows. 
Personally, | think Andre should 
have been in Rocky /// instead of 
Hulk Hogan. : 
| just want Andre to know that 
there are people who recognize 
more than his great wrestling 
abilities. 
TONY FELLER 
Swarthmore, PA 


BAN THE VON ERICHS! 

| am writing this letter to say 
that there are three goons who 
should be banned from 
professional wrestling. They are 
none other than the Von Erichs. 
They know nothing about 
wrestling. Every time they lose, 
they go crying to papa Fritz. 

David Von Erich doesn’t know 
if he wants tobe a rulebreaker or 
a fan favorite. Every time Kevin 
loses he does nothing but make 
excuses. And Kerry is the worst. 
They call him the “Uncrowned 
Champion.” Ha! He* couldn't 


beat my grandmother! 


The Von Erichs should be 
destroyed before they hurt 
wrestling, and The Freebirds are 
the ones that are going to do it. 

LINO NUNCIO 
Laredo, TX 


FREEBIRD FANTASIA 

A few months ago, The 
Fabulous Freebirds were in the 
Georgia area and they were 
great. Then Michael Hayes left 
the area and Terry Gordy started 
teaming with Tito Santana. 
Then, all of a sudden, Terry 
Gordy left the area. | was 
reading the May 1983 issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated © 
(Dressing Room Confidential’’) 
and saw that The Fabulous 
Freebirds, Hayes and Gordy, had 
reunited in Texas with third 
Freebird, Buddy Roberts, and 
that they had won the newly 
formed NWA World Class Six- 
Man tag team title. 

Congratulations to the 
Fabulous Freebirds! 

BOBBY DOSS 
Greenville, OH 
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The Fabulous Freebirds, Terry Gordy, Michael Hayes, and Buddy Roberts, are congratulated for 
winning the NWA World Class Six-Man title by reader Bobby Doss. 


HUMPERDINK’S DOWNFALL 
Sir Oliver Humperdink, it’s 
just about over! Rick Steamboat, 
Jimmy Valiant, Jack Brisco, 
Dusty Rhodes, and the other 
great scientific wrestlers in the 
Mid-Atlantic are going to 
destroy your sorry little empire. 
North Carolina wrestling has 
had enough of Leroy Brown, Jos 
LeDuc, Paul Jones, Greg 
Valentine, Sgt. Slaughter, and 
the rest of those punks. So 
beware, Humperdink, your 
downfall is near. 
JAMES W. EDWARDS 
High Point, NC 


Sir Oliver Humperdink will soon face his demise 
in the Mid-Atlantic area, predicts James W. 
Edwards, 


SATISFIED CUSTOMER 
Congratulations! You have 
made me a regular fan of Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated. \t is the 
best wrestling magazine 
around. Please don’t change a 
thing. |would also like to say that 
Liz Hunter’s “On Assignment” 
column in the April issue was 
| superb. She let the fans know 
more about Roddy Piper and his 
sinner self. Thanks again, Liz! 
And to the entire staff of Pro 
Wrestling I/lustrated magazine, 
thank you very much. You're all 
doing a great job. | can’t wait for 
the next issue. 
SCOTT RUNYAN 
Albuquerque, NUO 
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NATIONAL WRESTLING ALLIANCE 


CHAMPION: RIC FLAIR 
243 pounds, Minneapolis, MN 


GREG VALENTINE 
243, Seattle, WA 


PAUL ORNDORFF 
246, Brandon, FL 
MIKE GRAHAM 
220, Tampa, FL 
KERRY VON ERICH 
251, Denton, TX 


DORY FUNK, JR 
244, Amarillo, TX 


6 BOB ARMSTRONG 
229, Marietta, -GA 


7 BARRY WINDHAM 
230, Sweetwater, TX 
8 TOMMY RICH 
238, Hendersonville, TN 
9 HARLEY RACE 
255, Kansas City, MO 


10 BRUISER BRODY 
280, Santa Fe, NM 


AMERICAN WRESTLING ASSOCIATION 


CHAMPION: NICK BOCKWINKEL 
245 pounds, Beverly Hills, CA 


JERRY LAWLER 

235, Memphis, TN 

RICK MARTEL 

236, Quebec City, Canada 
HULK HOGAN 

320, Venice Beach, CA 
WAHOO McDANIEL 
260, Midland, TX 


KEN PATERA 
256, Portland, OR 


6 TULLY BLANCHARD 
230, San Antonio, TX 

7 MAD DOG VACHON 
225, Algeria 

8 JESSE VENTURA 
270, Muscle Beach, CA 


9 CRUSHER BLACKWELL 
474, Stone Mountain, GA 


10 GREG GAGNE 
220, Robinsdale, MN 


WORLD WRESTLING FEDERATION 


CHAMPION: BOB BACKLUND 
242 pounds, Princeton, MN 


MAGNIFICENT MURACO 
247, Sunset Beach, HI 


IVAN KOLOFF 
249, Russia 

JIMMY SNUKA 
250, Fiji Islands 
JOHN STUDD 
364, Washington, DC 


MIKE SHARPE 
271, Winnipeg, Canada 


6 PEDRO MORALES * 
240, Culebra, Puerto Rico ‘ 


7 ROCKY JOHNSON 

244, Washington, DC ov 
8 SUPERSTAR GRAHAM 

260, Paradise Valley, AZ 


9 RAY STEVENS 
238, San Francisco, CA 


10 EDDIE GILBERT 
212, Lexington, KY 


- wn 


SGT. SLAUGHTER & DON KERNODLE 


Combined Weight: 513 pounds 


GREG GAGNE & JIM BRUNZELL 


Combined Weight: 445 pounds 
JAY & JULES STRONGBOW 
Combined Weight: 502 pounds 
THE MASKED GRAPPLERS 
Combined Weight: 520 pounds 


THE FABULOUS KANGAROOS 
Combined Weight: 483 pounds 


TAG TEAMS 


THE FREEBIRDS 

Combined Weight: 791 pounds* 
THE SAMOANS 

Combined Weight: 598 pounds 
TED DiBIASE & MATT BORNE 
Combined Weight: 492 pounds 
THE MONGOLS 

Combined Weight: 541 pounds 


THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 
Combined Weight: 752 pounds* 
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*Combined weights reflect three team members 


MOST POPULAR WRESTLERS 


DUSTY RHODES 
302, Austin, TX 


ANDRE THE GIANT 7 
497, Grenoble, France 

JIMMY SNUKA 8 
250, Fiji Islands 

HULK HOGAN 9 
320, Venice Beach, CA 

RICK MARTEL 10 


236, Quebec City, Canada 


MOST HATED WRESTLERS 


GREG VALENTINE 6 
243, Seattle, WA 

KEVIN SULLIVAN FE 
235, Boston, MA 

RIC FLAIR 8 
243, Minneapolis, MN 

TED DiBIASE 9 
247, Omaha, NE 

NICK BOCKWINKEL 10 


245, Beverly Hills, CA 


BOB BACKLUND 
242, Princeton, MN 
KERRY VON ERICH 
251, Denton, TX 

JACK BRISCO 

232, Blackwell, OK 
TOMMY RICH 

238, Hendersonville, TN 


MR. WRESTLING II 


232, Atlanta, GA MR. WRESTLING II 


TULLY BLANCHARD 
235, San Antonio, TX 


BUZZ SAWYER 

240, St. Petersburg, FL 
THE GREAT KABUKI 
252, Singapore 

BOB ARMSTRONG 
229, Marietta, GA 


MAGNIFICENT MURACO 
247, Sunset Beach, HI 


MAGNIFICENT MURACO 


Now, Even If You Have Been Thin For Years, You Can 


GAIN % 5,10,15 POUNDS 


without dangerous drugs, without exercise, 
without unpleasant tasting medicines, 
MEN —an impressive manly body, 
WOMEN —a curvier, glamorous figure. 


If you had started this amazing method just a 
few short weeks ago, right now you could 4 


be up to 5, 10, even 15 pounds 
heavier or more! 


At last, no matter what you have tried, no 
matter what you have done, if you are 

a normally healthy person, you can gain up 
to 5, 10, 15 pounds or more safely, surely, 
pleasantly, and that's a guaranteed money- 
back fact, 

Yes now, even if you have been thin for 
years, you can have the fuller, more attrac- 
tive body you have always wanted without 
dangerous drugs, without heart-straining 
exercise, without unpleasant tasting 
medicines! 

This exciting method is easy, pleasant, 
and medically sound beyond a shadow of a 
doubt, and your own Doctor could tell you 
the same thing. 


HERE'S ALL YOU DO 


Before meals, or whenever you feel like it, 
you take delicious, chewable, nutritionally 
fortified GAIN tablets and that's it! No other 
medication to take, Nothing difficult or un- 
pleasant to do, and without even being aware 
of it, a wonderlully exciting change takes 
place. 

Those high-calorie GAIN tablets are rich 
in body-building materials! They not only 
add weight themselves, but they sharpen 
your appetite! You look forward to meal- 
times, and without even realizing it, you 
‘Start to eat more and almost immediately 
the weight gaining process begins! 


As you follow your GAIN Plan which 
includes nutritional high calorie megus. You 
add pounds and inches to your arms, legs, 
chest, hips, everywhere. You'll be amazed at 
the fantastic transformation that occurs 
+. as thin, unattractive areas start-to 
develop into new magnetic appeal. You'll be 


SKINNY MEN AND WOMEN 
ARE NOT ATTRACTIVE 


.. . a skinny, scrawny body is no asset 
in social or business life. Give the GAIN 
Plan a chance to help build you up and 
put firm flesh on you. 


thrilled to discover that as you gain weight 
you will have more pep and energy for all 
the wonderful things in life! 


THINK OF WHAT THIS CAN 
MEAN TO YOU 


If you are one of those unfortunate people 
who can't wear all the new high style 
clothes you-want to wear. . . if you are 
ashamed of the way you look in 2 bathing 
suit. .. embarrassed because your legs 
are too thin and spindly . . . your chest is 
too flat . . . your arms aren't the full, 
rounded limbs they were meant to be ... If 
you long for a more attractive-looking body, 
the safe, pleasant GAIN Plan can be the 
answer to your prayers! 

Yes, now, with the GAIN Plan to help, 
it’s so easy, so pleasant to add pounds and 
inches of firm, attractive flesh .. . so full- 
filling to feel better, stronger, more vital and 
alive! But don't take our word for it. Prove 
it to yourself at our risk! 

If you sincerely want to gain weight, and 
to look better and feel better as a result, 


HERE IS OUR OFFER... 


We honestly believe the GAIN Plan to be 
the finest and most effective product of its 
type sold anywhere in the world today, and 
to prove our confidence, we are backing that 
statement up with this honest, straight- 
forward offer... = 


Try the fabulous new GAIN Plan in your 


GAIN IS SAFE 


GAIN is not a dangerous drug, medi- 
cine of a fishy-tasting oil. It is made 
‘of safe, pure ingredients, contains 
nothing which could possibly harm you, 
and may even be taken with complete 
safety by children, 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 


Send for the GAIN Plan today. Try 

if for 7 days entirely at our risk. If, 
at the end of 7 days, you haven't 
started to gain pounds and inches 
and to look better and to feel better 

. . Ifyou aren’t convinced the GAIN 
Plan is a safe, pleasant, way to 
gain weight, don’t keen it! Return 
the empty bottle and get your 
money back immediately, 

no questions asked! 


VITAL NOTE 

A current issue of a famous 
medical journal reports on a 
recent government controlled 
study. This study, conducted 
over a 24 year petiod on 5,000 
underweight and overweight men 
and women, proves that being 
underweight is as injurious to 
health and longevity as being 
3 overweight 


‘own home at our risk, Subject it to any 

test you like. Weigh yourself before you 
start, Weigh yourself later. If you haven't 
started to see substantial weight gain within 
7 days, and if you don’t feel better and look 
better as a result, or, if you are not com- 
pletely satisfied for any reason, PAY 
NOTHING! It's just as simple’as that. 


If you are in doubt .. . even if you think 
nothing can possibly heip you, for the sake 
of your appearance, and your happiness, at 
least try it! If the GAIN Plan works the way 
we know it will, you'll agree it is worth the 
few dollars it cost. 

On the other hand, if it doesn’t work the 
way you expected, it costs you nothing, and 
a least you have had the satisfaction of 
trying it at our expense. 

What could be fairer than that? The next 
move is up to you. Once and for all, de- 
termine to do something about your under- 
weight! We know you'll be happy you did, 


1 — — 7 MAIL NO-RISK COUPON TODAY = == 


GAIN PRODUCTS CORP. Dept G619. 
Box 2346, Carbondale, Il!. 62901 


Please send my package of GAIN Plan im- 
mediately with the understanding that if | am 
not satistied, | may have my money back, no 
questiois asked. 
1 One GAIN PLAN for $9.98 
i SAVE $2.00! Order 2 for $17.98 
(i SAVE $5.00! Order 3 for $25.00 

Enclosed is $. 


NAME 

please print 
ADDRESS. 
cry 


STATE Zip 


@GP.C., 1980 


GAIN PRODUCTS CORP. * Box 2346, Carbondale, III. 62901 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

—S t 
© cash, Ol check or O money order =I 
1 

i} 

1 

1 

1 

! 

1 

I 


EARN UP TO $12 AN HOUR Seu” 


SEVOURIOWNIBUSSIY 227: 
INFANNIONEN EI IAKNGaee =e, 
TSS OF VOUS OW 


SHARP ALL 


lets you 


Sharpen Saws... 


Shop and Garden Tools —~<— 
for Home and Industry 


NOW! use your SPARETIME to 
BEAT inflation and the high cost of living! 
With Sharp-All it's easy to start your own busi- 
ness. No selling is involved, no inventory. People 
bring in their work... you take in year round 
CASH Profits and keep 90¢ out of every dollar you 
earn, Work sparetime or fulltime right at home in 
your garage, basement or tool shed. Work the 
hours you want — FREE Book tells how to start 
your own business even while working at your 
regular job io 


=e; 


To Get Started —No Franchise Fees! 
You don't have to invest thousands of dollars to Pao W 
business for yourself. Low Cost SHARP-ALL and are ne aie 
exper n Rng Se Fy utted Operas Manal ave 
to get ahead is all you need. Fully illu: re aarpenieah 
y-by-step instructions, shows exactly é 
Aare toe business, ‘what to charge, how to get free a 
“all the “tricks of the trade’’, And, SHARP-ALL does 
precision job that brings customers back time after time. 


Send for FREE Book “Lifeti arity.” Do It Today! 


It’s EASY 


Big PROFITS — Plenty of business waiting for qualified men. 
Every home and business has saws and tools that need 
periodic sharpening. There's plenty of business waiting for 
the man who can sharpen saws, planer knives, jointer 
blades, wood chisels, scissors, pinking shears, snips, 
lawnmowers, axes and other garden, shop and home tools 


Sharp-All does ALL these jobs and more... quickly, and at a ACT NOW! 
big profit. You will be sharpening headquarters for carpenters, Coupon 
builders, lumberyards, factories, home workshops and hob- Brings 
byists... hundreds of jobs right in your own neighborhood Full Details! 


SEND FOR FREE FACTS TODAY! 


You risk nothing by accepting this offer to see how easily you can turn 
your spare time into Big CASH Profits with your own Complete Sharpen- 
ing Shop. Send coupon or mail postcard for full de- — 
tails on our exclusive 


30-Day FREE Trial Offer! “arent 
FREE Booklet gives full details— | st 


KANSAS CITY, MO. 64111 
ase send my FREE copy of your book 
“Lifetime Security” and full details on 


Our Free Book tells YOUR OWN) , a 
how to start a profit. [Rane — BUSINESS) your 30-Day Free Trial Offer! 
able, lifetime home [eOuaMUMG ( 


today. No 
obligatiog. wth 


sharpening _ business, Name 
how we help you grow, 


how we'll fihance you. 


Address 


FOLEY BELSAWCO. _ 60170 FIELD BUILDING, KANSAS CITY, MO. 64111 


, 


No Salesman 
" 
FOLEY-BELSAW CO. Hole 
60170 FIELD BLDG. L TODAY 


i Send To: TV SPORTS 
Box 48 


Rockville Centre, NY 11571 
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Please send me ________ copies of WRESTLING ALBUM #5. l enclose $5 
for each Album | order. 


Name 


Address 


City State ip. 
Please allow at least 3-4 weeks for delivery. U.S. funds only. 


a ee 


AVAILABLE 
ONLY BY 
MAIL 


WRESTLING ALBUM 
#5, the best, most-colorful 
album ever, is now available through this 
special mail-order offer. Seventy-three of 
wrestling's greatest superstars have been 
captured for you in brand-new, full-page 
portraits. The Album is printed on sturdy 
semi-gloss paper to give you years of enjoy- 
ment. You will never get closer to your 
favorite wrestler than in the star-studded 
pages of WRESTLING ALBUM #5 


SPECIAL BONUS: SUPER FULL- 
COLOR SECTION 


WRESTLING ALBUM #5 contains a superb 
FULL-COLOR section; featuring magnificent 
full-page portraits of the seven wrestlers 
shown below. No Album has ever been so 
crammed with color! 


SPECIAL NOTE: Our last Album was a 
complete sellout and is now considered a 
collector's item. So order your copy of 
WRESTLING ALBUM #5 today. Remember: 
This beautiful Album is available only 
through the mail—it cannot be purchased 
in any store for any price, Only $5 per copy. 


